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OVERSEAS RAILWAYS 
Special Number of “ The Railway Gazette’ 


On Wednesday next, November 29, there will be tssued the 
Annual Special Number of THE RAILWAY GAZETTE devoted 
entirely to recent progress made by, and current problems 
affecting, more than forty important railways in the Colonies, 
Dominions, India, and other countries such as Argentina 
and Brazil where British-owned railways operate or are 
partly British-officered. This number is additional to the 
ordinary weekly issue, and will be sent to all annual 
subscribers. Extra copies, price 2s., may be obtained through 
any newsagent, or direct from the Publisher, post free, 2s. 6d. 








DIESEL RAILWAY TRACTION 
A Supplement illustrating and describing developments 
in Diesel Railway Traction is presented with every copy 
of this week’s issue 








TO CALLERS AND TELEPHONERS 


Consequent on the war and the blackout regulations, 
as an emergency measure to assist our staff in getting 
home before it ts fully dark, our office hours (without a 
lunch interval) until Saturday, February 10, 1940, are :— 

Mondays to Fridays - 9 a.m. till 3.15 p.m. 
Saturdays - - - Q9a.m. till 1 p.m. 
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Mr. C. J. Brown 


PERHAPS the most outstanding quality of the late 

Mr. C. J. Brown, whose sudden death we record 
in our Personal columns this week, was his great technical 
ability and the industry with which he applied it to 
important detail work. Apart from his long railway ser- 
vice, first with the North British Railway, of which he 
became Chief Engineer at the early age of 37, and since 
1911, when he was appointed Chief Engineer of the Great 
Northern Railway, Mr. Brown was well-known as one 
of the most useful members of the British Standards 
Institution, on no fewer than nine of whose committees he 
served, and as Chairman of all but three. The scope of 
these committees embraced railway rails, steel sleepers, 
girder bridges, steel bars for reinforced concrete, building 
bricks, concrete pipes, and creosote. Mr. Brown was 
Chairman of the Institution's Public Work Industry Com- 
mittee, and a member of the Engineering Divisional 
Council. The fruits of these activities were many useful 
3ritish Standard Specifications, and their ripening was in 
no small measure due to Mr. Brown’s great practical 
experience combined with his genial manner and the 
tactful way in which he handled the many difficult prob- 
lems that arose. Among important railway works for the 
design and execution of which Mr. Brown was respon- 
sible may be mentioned the High Street goods station at 
Glasgow, the big bridges at Peterborough, the intricate 
remodelling of Fenchurch Street station, and numerous 
recent L.N.E.R. widening works. 

* * # * 


Road Accidents and the Blackout 


The Ministry of Transport return of the numbers of 
persons who lost their lives in Great Britain during October 
as the result of road accidents separates accidents during 
the hours of darkness from those during other hours, but 
the comparative figures for October, 1938, naturally make 
no such distinction. For October, 1939, the total figure of 
919, although comparing with 641 for October, 1938, 
shows an improvement on the total of 1,130 for Septem- 
ber, 1939, and is made up of 564 during the blackout and 
355 during other hours. Petrol restrictions which came 
into force on September 23 probably account for some of 
this improvement. Adult pedestrians in October suffered 
the most, with 421 fatalities during the blackout and 84 
during other hours, but this total of 505 contrasts favour- 
ably with the 551 of September, 1939, although much 
higher than the 246 of October, 1938. The October, 1939, 
motor cyclist fatalities of 101 go against 77 in October, 
1938, but are, rather surprisingly, divided almost evenly 
between the blackout (51) and other hours (50). Among 
adult pedal cyclists the fatalities in October, 1939, were 
115, against 112 in October, 1938, and it is noticeable 
that only 44 of the 115 occurred during the blackout and 
as many as 71 during other hours. Juvenile pedestrian 
fatalities dropped from 71 to 67, and juvenile pedal cyclist 
fatalities from 19 to 17, and these fatalities were much 
sreater ‘‘ during other hours ’’ than during the blackout. 

* * * 


* 
Retirement of Mr. W. Rupert Mole 


With his retirement from the position of Assistant Soli- 
citor to the London & North Eastern Railway Company, 
Mr. W. R. Mole ceases his active railway work of 45 years 
with the company and its predecessors. He began work in 
the stirring days which saw the expansion of the old 
Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire—a north-east to 
north-west railway of 298 miles—into a main line railway 
with an extension to London under the title of the Great 
Central Railway. At about the same time a rival pro- 
motion in the shape of the Lancashire, Derbyshire & East 
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Coast Railway was authorised, although this got no further 
in practice than a line from Chesterfield to Lincoln ‘which 
was absorbed by the Great Central in 1907. Mr. Mole first 
joined the Westminster office of the late Mr. Lingard- 
Monk, then Solicitor to the M.S. & L., the Cheshire Lines, 
and other railways. When the Great Central head offices 
were transferred from Manchester to London in 1902, Mr. 
Mole continued as Assistant to the late Mr. Dixon Davies in 
charge of Railway & Canal Commission and Common Law 
cases. In the year 1907, when Mr. Mole was appointed 
Parliamentary Assistant, the fierce competition with the 
former Great Northern Railway was brought to an end. 
From 1912 until the amalgamation in 1923 Mr. Mole was 
responsible for the Parliamentary and rates and charges work 
and also the general litigation of the Great Central Com- 
pany. Hewasthus closely concerned in most of the famous 
legal battles affecting the railways during that period. Mr. 
Mole was the guest of honour at a luncheon given to him 
by his colleagues on November 2, when he and Mrs. Mole 
were made the recipients of some handsome parting gifts. 
Good wishes were extended to him by the Chief General 
Manager, Mr. C. H. Newton, and all the headquarter 
officers for a long and happy period of retirement, in 
which sentiment THE RAILWAY GAZETTE heartily joins. 
* * * * 

Benguela Railway Company 

A railway of 1,347 km. (840 miles) on the 3 ft. 6 in. 
gauge from Lobito Bay to the eastern frontier of Angola, 
Portuguese West Africa, is operated by this company, of 
which 90 per cent. of the capital and all the income deben- 
tures are held by Tanganyika Concessions Limited. 
Results for the years 1937 and 1938 are compared in the 
following table :— 


1937 1938 
Passengers 177,423 195,694 
Metric tons ' 311,314 324,339 
Operating ratio, per cent 46.42 56-39 
f f 
Operating receipts i ' 411,737 361,113 
Operating expenditure “< , 191,138 203,626 


After deducting Lisbon and London expenses and credit- 
ing £65,000 to renewal reserve account, the excess of 
receipts over expenditure in 1938 was £71,611 which was 
set aside for redemption of debentures. The increase in 
local and international traffic was more than offset by the 
reduction in mineral traffic and the lower rates in force 
under the sliding scale. Heavier rolling stock repairs and 
maintenance charges were the chief causes of the higher 
working expenses. The net railway receipts of £91,096 
for the first eight months of 1939 show an increase of 
£7,961. 


* * * * 
Assam Railways & Trading Co. Ltd. 

Improved results from general trading with a very 
slight reduction in net railway revenue were secured by 
this company in the twelve months ended March 31, 1939. 
It operates in the north-east of Assam the Dibru—Sadiya 
metre gauge line of 111 miles and the Ledo and Tikak 
Margherita Colliery line of 32 miles, and it possesses col- 


lieries, sawmills, veneer mills, brickworks, and motor- 
buses. Holdings in the Rivers Steam Navigation Co. 


Ltd. and in two tea companies also form part of its assets. 
Gross railway earnings in the year under review improved 
from £149,152 to £150,886, but railway expenses rose 
from £82,688 to £85,710, and the profit on working was 
reduced from £66,464 to £65,176. Train mileage was 
reduced from 402,691 to 387,974. The number of pas- 
sengers carried (1,321,697) showed an increase of 48,055 
and coaching traffic receipts improved from £27,943 to 
£28,459, but in the goods traffic receipts of £116,038 
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there was a fall of £626. The amount of coal sold «4s 
237,310 tons against 218,623 tons, but coal earnings 
dropped from £52,434 to £49,782. Profit from gencral 
trading was £68,254, against £49,743 in the previ us 
year. After payment of all prior charges and of divide ids 
on the pre-preference ‘‘ A ’’ shares and on the new 6 
cent. preference shares, and making the usual provision 
for renewals, &c., there is a balance at credit of tet 
revenue account of £89,874. This enables a dividend of 
4 per cent. to be paid on the cumulative 8 per < 
‘A’’ stock, absorbing £25,200, and £51,674 to 
carried forward, after allocation of £13,000 to income tax 
reserve, &c. 


Tea in Macedonia 

When the Y.M.C.A. canteen for Servicemen was opened 
at Waverley station, Edinburgh, by Lady Elphinst 
‘‘at the fateful hour of eleven on November 11,’’ Mi 
William J. Stuart, President of the Edinburgh Y.M.C. 
who occupied the chair, recalled a journey home from 
Macedonia in 1918, when the men were dumped for two 
or three hours at a station in the middle of the night with 
nothing to do but walk about and keep themselves warin. 
They had left Salonika at 5 a.m. and by 7 o’clock next 
morning had only been once out for a little food. At 
7 o'clock the train stopped on an open moor, where two 
huts were discovered. In one were two urns of tea waiting 
to be heated. He described how within five minutes 
every man was washing off the dirt of two days, glasses 
were hanging up for shaving, and within 20 minutes, with 
their uniforms patched and darned, the men were yet clea 
enough for an Aldershot parade. No other army, lh 
believed, would have done that without an order. By 
that time the tea was heated, and officers and men formed 
a queue. They paid a penny for as much tea as thei 
mugs could hold. One man had said to him: ‘“‘ I may be 
an agnostic, but au association that does this sort of thing 
is worth supporting, and I am going to give £1 when | 
get home.”’ 

* * * * 

A Question of Signal Nomenclature 

The introduction of light signals for main-line servic: 
which followed the use of the three-position semaphore to 
provide several different block or speed indications, gave 
rise to the term “‘ multiple-aspect ’’ to describe a signal 
capable of giving one or more distant indications relating 
to conditions in advance in addition to the stop indication. 
The general term ‘‘ multiple-aspect signalling ’’ means any 
system of signal indications embodying the principle of 
making every signal provide an indication for more than 
one section in advance, thus clearly distinguishing it from 
the older, time-honoured two-position type. We have, 
however, noticed of late a tendency in signal engineering 
circles to use the term ‘‘ multiple-aspect ’’ merely to mean 
a colour-light signal having several lenses, as distinguished 
from the so-called searchlight pattern with one lens. Such 
a practice might easily be confusing at times, and we think 
that some such terms as “‘ multiple-lens ’’ or ‘‘ multiple- 
unit ’’ would be clearer for this purpose. ‘‘ Multiple ”’ 
could, of course, conveniently be shortened to ‘‘ multi ’ 
without much disadvantage. 


“e 


* * * * 
Signalling at the Amsterdam Exhibition 
No railway exhibition is complete without a signalling 
exhibit, and the recent Netherlands Railways centenary 


exhibition at Amsterdam left nothing to be desired in this 
respect. 


An excellent electrically-driven model railway 
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\ provided, fully equipped with miniature signals to 
various typical layouts, a lifting bridge included, and the 
( ol was effected from fuli-size lever frames complete 
\ the Siemens & Halske lock-and-block mechanism, 
y 1 is standard in the Netherlands. Demonstrators 
worsed the various stations and block posts, and explana- 
tions were given by loud speaker, move by move, as the 
trains progressed, so that every detail could be followed 
eaily. There were also full-size examples of level cross- 


varning signals, semaphore and light signals, and 
details, including a specimen of the remarkable 
Duich type of multiple-row power frame—due to the 
nuity of Mr. Bouman, who describes the exhibits in 
cent issue of Spoor- en Tramwegen—now in service at 
several places in Holland. The safety record of the 


N«therlands Railways is very high, and the exhibition will 

served to ‘mpress on the Dutch public how much 

( is devoted to the important question of signalling. 

\mong the open-air exhibits was a signal box which 
itors could work for themselves. 


“ + & v 


L.M.S.R. Locomotive Standardisation 

\n interesting sidelight on the scale to which standardi- 
sation of locomotives has proceeded on the L.M.S.R. is 
fforded by a study of the numbers carried by certain 
classes of engine on that railway. Of these the most 
numerous is the standard Class ‘‘ 4F ’’ 0-6-0 tender type, 
of ex-Midland design, of which the numbers run con- 
secutively from 3835 to 4590—756 engines in all. This 
class easily holds the record as the biggest in the country 
of one single design. Next to it in extent is the standard 
Class ‘‘ 3F ’’ 0-6-0 shunting tank, of which there are 
482 in service numbered from 7200 to 7681; but the latter 
may shortly be surpassed in numbers by the ubiquitous 
Stanier Class ‘‘ 5P5F ’’ 4-6-0 type, of which no fewer 
than 472 examples, numbered from 5000 to 5471, have 
been built since the first of the type appeared in 1934, 
five years ago. Other large individual locomotive classes 
on the L.M.S.R. with consecutive numbering are the 
348 Class “‘ 4P’’ 2-6-4 tanks, though these actually com- 
prise three different varieties; the 285 245 Class ‘‘ 4F ”’ 
Moguls numbered from 2700 to 2984; the 191 ‘‘ Jubilee ”’ 
type ‘““5XP’’ express passenger locomotives numbered 
from 5552 to 5742; and the 210 2-6-2 tanks numbered 
from 1 to 209. The economy in maintenance derivable 
from such extensive standardisation must be considerable; 
and the simplicity of such a system of consecutive num- 


bering deserves commendation. 


More Light on the‘ Subject 

Our daily travel ta and fro by Underground train is 
the only excuse we have for introducing a further study 
in black and blue. Now that early evening is tantamount 
to Stygian night, the announcement that in all probability 
the fro part is soon to have some of its pristine brightness 
restored makes good reading. At present our homeward- 
bound journey is accompanied by thrills and hazards, 
not the least of which is the possibility of making a wrong 
side exit on to the cold, steel rails beneath; among minor 
incidents we have seen, more than one case of emergency 
landings by well-built frames on to laps all too inadequate 
for their reception, has provided modest entertainment. 
Of conrse, it is an ill blackout that has no silver lining, 
ind one thing for which darkness is to be praised is its 
successful cramping of the staring gentry’s style; in fact, 
the prospect of once more having a double dose of piercing 
scrutiny from our curious vis-a-vis almost induced us to 
Waver in our judgment and to prefer low light to eye 
light. 
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French Emergency Train Services 


is any comparison of the passenger train services at 

present operating in France, and those of the last war 
period, it must be remembered that a large part of 
Northern France was in enemy hands throughout from 
1914 to 1918; main lines in other directions from Paris 
were given over almost entirely to military transport; and 
ordinary passenger traffic was practically non-existent. 
The table given with this article therefore compares the 
service previously planned for the winter of 1939-40 with 
that which is actually operating at the present time, no 
effective comparison with 1918 being possible. In the 
1939 emergency service, the reduction in the number of 
long distance trains is, in general, considerably more 
severe than that enforced in Great Britain, but despite 
what must be the exceptional weight of the French main 
line trains in present conditions, their scheduled speed is 
appreciabiy higher than the present standard emergency 
speed in this country of 45 m.p.h. Notable among cur- 
rent French schedules are Versailles (Chantiers) to Le 
Mans, 120-8 miles in 138 min. (52:5 m.p.h.)*; Paris to 
Laroche, 96:3 miles in 112 min. (51:6 m.p.h.); Lyons to 
Dijon, 122-2 miles in 145 min. (50-6 m.p.h.); Chartres to 
Le Mans, 76:7 miles in 91 min. (50-6 m.p.h.)*; Laval to 
Le Mans, 55-9 miles in 67 min. (50-0 m.p.h.); Laroche to 
Dijon, 99:0 miles in 119 min. (49-9 m.p.h.); Paris to 
Troyes, 103-2 miles in 127 min. (48-8 m.p.h.); and Paris 
to Rheims, 96-8 miles, in 2 hr. (48:4 m.p.h.). As a result 
of this level of speed, and notwithstanding frequent stops, 
it is still possible to travel between Paris and Marseilles at 
an overall speed of 47-9 m.p.h., between Paris and Nice 
at 45:2 m.p.h., between Paris and Bordeaux at 448 
m.p.h.*, between Paris and Nancy at 43:5 m.p.h., and 
between Paris and what is well-nigh the Western front line 
at Mulhouse at 41-8 m.p.h. 

The general principle of the French emergency time- 
table is to operate three express trains daily in each direc- 
tion over all the principal main lines, making identical 
stops in both directions, with additions over part of the 
distance where the traffic demands it, as, for example, the 
five daily between Paris and Lyons, and four between 
Paris and Rennes. It seems clear from the brevity of 
most of the intermediate stops that parcels traffic—at 
present a fruitful source of lost time in this country—is 
being kept off the French express trains, which, except 
at the most important junctions, are being limited to 
halts of 2 or at most 3 min. It will be seen from the 
table that the increase in journey time amounts to only 
between 13 and 24 per cent. on practically the whole of 
the services tabulated, which include the trains between 
Paris and most of the chief cities of France, with a general 
average of 19 per cent., or 12 min. added to each hour of 
travel. The reductions of service are a more serious 
matter, however; they range mostly between 40 and 65 
per cent., with an average of 53 per cent. In effect, 
therefore, the main line services have been halved in 
frequency, but only an average of one-fifth has been 
added to their previous journey times. Of through ser- 
vices, the most important still in operation is the Simplon- 
Orient Express, leaving Paris at 9 p.m., and taking its 
usual route via Dijon and Vallorbe, thence through Swit- 
zerland. Through communication between Paris and 
Basle, twice daily in each direction, is being maintained 
via Delle, no trains now running through between Mul- 
house and Basle, and through coaches and sleeping cars 
work between Paris and Berne by the Delle route. As 
regards Italy, five trains daily run into and out of Venti- 
miglia, on the French side, and two into and out of 


* Electric traction 
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Modane, but the : ; ) 
Simplon-Orient is FASTEST AND AVERAGE TIMES' AND FREQUENCY OF SERVICE BETWEEN PARIS AND VARIOUS PROVIN« 
: I ’ Towns IN NoRMAL WINTER COMPARED WITH WAR SERVICE 
the only through ee Ee Re eT an = 
French-Italian ser- | | | tee. elf Tinie 
The = Pa work. Fastest Time Average Time Daily | 
“4 i, ue ranco- Paris and |Region| Dist- c Deceleration t 
Belgian connec- ance 
tions are by way of Normal War Normal | War Normal | War q 
Aulnoye and Mons, a 
and two through 
‘rvices eack Shes : h. m. h. m. h. m. h. m. h. m. | percent. ” : pe it 
a ae ee 6t: Oucetle N. 95-1 1 28 2 08 1 46 2 12 0 26 24 17 6 
daily are provided Rheims .. E. 96-8} 1 42| 2 00; 2 02; 2 02}| O 00 : 12 6 
between Paris and Havre ..| W. | 141-5) 2 24) 3 37| 2 48; 3 38, 0 50 30 10 6 
Brussels, taking 5} Lille a 155-9 | 2 30) 3 35) 2 59) 3 40) O 41 23 is é 
to 51 hr. for the Boulogne ..| N. 157-6 2 34 4 00 3 #16 4 Ol 0 45 23 
ae Ts tor me Nancy ..| E. | 219-1} 3 00| 5 02] 4 11| 5 18] 1 07 27 14 6 
193-2 miles, aS Cherbourg... W. | 230-5) 5 13) 6 08| 5 27) 6 09, O 42 13 8 4 
compared with the Mulhouse..) E. | 305-0} 5 30; 7 18| 6 18| 7 40} 1 22 22 14 6 5 
3 hr. of the best Lyons. ..| E.S. | 317-5| 5 20] 6 38| 6 09| 7 31] 1 22 22 22 10 5 
‘mal 10on-stop Bordeaux ..| S.W. | 362-1 5 39 8 05 7 O00 8 16 1 16 18 12 6 5 
norma! hon-stop Brest ..| W. | 387-8] 7 30; 9 42/ 8 28/10 35) 2 07| 19 7 5 2 
Pullman SETVICES. Toulouse* | S.W. | 444-9} 8 46/11 02) 9 55/11 25/ 1 30 15 10 5 
There is also one Biarritz S.W. | 496-1 8 34/12 03/10 30/12 28 1 58 19 12 4 6 
through daily ser- Marseilles ..| S.E. | 535-0 9 05/11 10/11 O08 | 13 10 2 02 18 15 7 ) 
; Nice S.E. | 674-2 | 11 50] 14 54] 14 53] 17 2 2 32 17 12 5 58 


vice in each direc- 
tion between Paris, - 

Charleroi, Namur 

and Liége. 

As to the amenities of travel, restaurant or buffet cars 
are still being run on the principal day trains, and first 
and second class sleeping accommodation on night trains. 
One train besides the Simplon-Orient is a rapide with 
first and second class only—the night service to Nice, 
which is running at practically the speed of the Blue 
Train, the deceleration being merely 10 min. to Marseilles, 
26 min. to Nice, and 36 min. to Mentone. Internal 
through cross-country trains are being well maintained in 
France, as well as through carriages between Paris and 
various towns situated on branch lines. Among cross- 
country express services still in operation may be men- 
tioned  Lille—Valenciennes—Hirson—Charleville (twice 
daily); Lyons—Besancon—Mulhouse—Strasbourg (three 
times daily); Belfort—Nancy (twice daily), connecting at 
Aillevillers with through trains to and from Dijon; Amiens— 
Rheims—Laon—Chalons—Chaumont—Dijon; Rouen—Le 
Mans; Bordeaux—Marseilles; Lyons—Geneva; Lyons— 
Gannat—Limoges—Bordeaux; Lyons—Vierzon—Tours— 
Nantes; and others. The use of railcars has been dras- 
tically reduced, but a number is still in service on 
branches, as well as certain long-distance cars, such as the 
service between Lyons and Nimes over a route 174 miles 
in length. In the area of the Maginot Line train services 
are being maintained over practically all main and branch 





lines three or four times daily, but stopping at all 
stations; the express services from Paris terminate at 


Mulhouse, Saverne (30 miles short of Strasbourg), and 
Metz, communication along the Alsace-Lorraine main line 
between Metz, Saverne, Strasbourg, Colmar, and Mul- 
house being exclusively by stopping trains. The Jndi- 
cateur Chaix, greatly reduced in thickness, dated Octo- 
ber 2, gives the French train services in all the detail to 
which the users of this excellent compilation are accus- 
tomed, and in all the circumstances the train services 
which it sets out are very creditable to the country. 


* * * * 
Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway 


A BRIEF sketch of the results obtained from the work 
P ing of this railway for the financial year ended 
June 30 last was given on page 570 of our issue of 
November 3. The unsatisfactory position with regard to 
goods traffic as a whole is explained by the fact that 





Via Limoges and via Bordeaux 


erain traffics advanced in total chiefly owing to the 
Government having given preference in official purchases 
to growers in the north-western parts of the grain belt. 
These traffics although transported over the Bahia Blanca 
& North Western system to the Bahia Blanca ports, came 
from districts outside the Great Southern sphere of influ- 


ence. Consequently, in the grain-producing districts 
served by the Great Southern grain movement was 


reduced with resulting bad effects on the economic situa- 
tion of these zones. Economy in Government programmes 
of road and other constructions also affected traffics. 
General merchandise receipts were down £104,276, cement 
and stone receipts were £131,633 less, and Government 
traffic receipts decreased by £166,663. On the passenger 
side there was an increase of 2°68 per cent. in suburban 
journeys, but a decrease of 2-81 per cent. in main-line 
journeys. One class railcar services have continued to be 
successful. Some operating figures are compared here- 
with : — 
1938-39 
57,602,365 
7,468,923 
2,050,215,821 
26,774,126 26,247,568 
71-05 74-63 
i f 
2,897,110 
5,189,279 
10,879,900 
7,730,277 7,847,405 
3,149,623 2,667,782 
charge (£1,240,868) for 


1937-38 
56,312,497 
8,037,450 
2.,236,055,305 


Number of passengers 
Irons of goods a 
Ton-kilometres, goods 
l'rain-kilometres . 
Operating ratio, per cent. 


2,755,053 
4,996,960 
19,515,187 


Passenger receipts 
Goods receipts 
Gross receipts 
Working expenses 
Net receipts a Ks 3 
In consequence of the heavy 
exchange differences, debenture interest and other prio1 
which included payments of £572,239 unde 
working agreements, were short-earned to the extent of 
£78,103. With the aid of a transfer of £50,000 from 
general reserve and of £76,064 brought forward, the credit 
balance to be carried forward is £47,961. Regarding the 
exchange problem, Sir Follett Holt pointed out in his 
address at the annual meeting that the war had _ intro- 
duced a new factor. Argentina should benefit from the 
higher prices of her products, and with an increasingly 
favourable trade balance the value of the peso would stand 
to appreciate. The company had already been granted a 
rate of 15 pesos, against 16 pesos, for its remittances for 
stores, and this should mean an exchange advantage of 
about £100,000 in a normal year. 


charges, 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 







(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


The Centenary of “ Bradshaw” 


Albert Square, Manchester, 2 
November 14 
To THE Epiror oF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

iR,—I must congratulate Mr. Charles E. Lee on his excel- 
article in the November 3 edition of THE RatLway 
ETTE. To enlarge upon this statement would be merely 
inderline the appreciative remarks contained in the first 
igraph of Canon R. B. Fellows’s letter appearing in your 

ie of November 10. 
have pleasure in supplying the following replies to the 
ious points which you have raised with us:- 

Bradshaw’s ‘‘ Threepenny Guide.’’—So far as our records 
concerned I can only supply the following particulars :— 
[The covers were green, blue, mauve, and yellow. 

The first edition was dated January, 1845 (without a 
number). 
The April, 1848, issue was the first with a serial 

number—No. 171. 

The latest copy in our possession is dated September, 

1901, No. 812. 

Increase in price.— 

Is. to 1s. 6d.—April, 1918. 
ls. 6d. to 2s.—-July, 1918. 
2s. to 2s. 6d.—September 27, 1937. 

Sons Of George Bradshaw.—William Bradshaw died on 
January 26, 1926; his elder brother, Christopher Bradshaw, 
died on April 27, 1928. 

The October (Centenary) Bradshaw.—The publishing date 
of this issue was October 23, 1939. All copies were pub- 
lished in the special red cover. 

Title.—The change in the title to Bradshaw’s Guide to the 
British Railways is by special arrangement with the Railway 
Executive Committee, but at the moment I am not pre 
pared to say whether the change will be permanent or not. 

Yours faithfully, 
For HENRY BLACKLOCK & CO. LTD, 
Cc. WAY, 
Editor of Bradshaw's Guide 
c/o Mineral Manager’s Office, 
L.N.E.R., Doncaster, November 20 
To THE EpIToR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Srr,—I have read with interest the article by Mr. Charles 

E. Lee published in THE Rattway GazeTTE dated Novem- 


ber 3, particularly in regard to the early editions of 


Bradshaw. In the letter from Mr. R. D. Kay which appeared 
in Tit-Bits of February 24, 1883, it is stated the title of the 
Railway Guide was changed in 1840 to Bradshaw’s Railway 
Companion and later in Mr. Lee’s article he states that 
‘ what was almost certainly the promised issue of the Ist of 
Ist mo. 1840, was produced under the title of Bradshaw's 
Railway Companion.’’ I have in my possession one of these 


issues dated 1840, but as it is not numbered there seems 
reason to suppose that it is a first issue of the revised table. 
There may, of course, be several copies of this issue still in 
existence, but I enclose reproduction of the title page. 
Yours faithfully, 
B. T. SAILES 


BRADSHAW’S 


wWaflway Companion, 


CONTAINING 
THE TIMES OF DEPARTURE, 
FARES, &c. 
OF THE RAILWAYS IN ENGLAND, 
AND ALSO 


®ackney Coach fares 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL RAILWAY STATIONS, 


ILLUSTRATED WITH 


MAPS OF THE COUNTRY THKOUGH WHICH THE 
RAILWAYS PA8s, 


AND PLANS OF 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, LEEDS, 
LIVERPOOL, AND MANCHESTER. 





PRICE ONE SHILLING. 


MANCHESTER : 


PRINTED & PUBLISHED BY BRADSHAW & BLACKLOCK 
27, BROWN-STREET; AND SOLD BY 


JOHN M. KNOTT, 5, BRIDE COURT, LONDON; 


AND ALL BOOKSELLERS AND BAILWAY COMPANTES. 





1840. 

[Mr. Sailes sent us only a typescript, which, of course, is 
not a facsimile of the original. We reproduce, however, an 
1840 copy, kindly lent us by Mr. R. E. Charlewood, which 
appears to be identical, excepting that Mr. Sailes’s copy 
has the line:- 

‘“ HENRY MOZLEY AND SONS, DERBY ’ 
instead of :— 
‘ JOHN M. KNOTT, 5, BRIDE COURT, LONDON ”’ 

Mr, Lee possesses an 1840 copy with the further 
variation : - 

‘ SHEPHERD AND SUTTON, PRIEST COURT, FOSTER LANE, 
CHEAPSIDE, LONDON ”’ 

It would be interesting to know how many variations are 
extant, especially those with provincial addresses.—Eb., 
R.G.| 














The Serap Heap really travelling bookshops established engine wheels to grip the metals. 

in motorbuses, and are used in the dis- Wagons were uncoupled, and the engine 

564 DEATHS IN BLACKOUT tribution of British newspapers to the made its way to Amersham with half 

Of the 919 people killed on the roads British Expeditionary Force. its load, returning later for the other 
in October, 564 met their death in the ‘ * half. 


blackout. This is disclosed by the 
Ministry of Transport in its monthly 
road accident statement. 

3aker Street and 


LEAVES ON LINE CAUSE HOLD-UP 


Services on the Metropolitan Line to 


* * * 
NON-STREAMLINED 

Two locomotive enthusiasts waiting 

the L.N.E.R. to on the platform of a busy junction 


e > ni Marylebone from Aylesbury were dis- station for an up express train due to 
BIBLIOBUSES organised during the morning rush on stop there fell to conjecturing what the 

Now that there are large numbers of Thursday last week through the failure class of engine would be. Owing to the 
British troops in France, the famous of a goods engine pulling a 500-ton load half light, identification proved a matter 
French house of Hachette has estab- between Great Missenden and Amer- of some difficulty as the train ap- 
lished a service of ‘‘ bibliobuses ’’ under sham. Dried leaves on the line between proached. ‘‘ Royal Scot ’”’ said the one. 
the title ‘“‘ Service de Propagande des two high banks are believed to have *“ Looks to me more like an unclothed 


Messageries Hachette.”’ These are been responsible for the failure of the Duchess ”’ said the other. 
g J 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


(From our special correspondents) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Rand Mineral Line Improvements 

To enable the Rand mineral line to 
function efficiently as a relief to the 
main line between Randfontein and 
Germiston, its capacity is to be in- 
creased by doubling the track, and the 
five principal roads crossed are to be 
carried over or under it by overbridges 
or subways 

Also, as this will be the main goods 
line, a large new goods depot is to be 
constructed at Prospect Township, 
which will handle all goods traffic of 
the eastern half of Johannesburg, 
relieving existing congestion at Kazerne. 
To give some idea of the magnitude of 
this work, it may be mentioned that 
already nearly a million cubic yards of 


earthwork have been handled. The 
new goods sheds are to be entirely of 
reinforced concrete, the first (and 


largest) in South Africa. They will com- 
prise three bays each 960 ft. by 90 ft. 
and one 960 ft. by 50 ft., as well as 
a cartage garage and workshop accom- 
modated in two bays each 250 ft. by 
75 ft the total covered area will thus 
be nearly eight acres 
New Marshalling Yard at Pretoria 
A new marshalling yard is under 
construction at Capital Park, Pretoria 
Some 80,000 cu. vd. of earthwork in 
the form of embankments, and 31,500 
cu. yd. in cutting have been com- 
pleted to date Over 40,000 ft. of 
track have been laid and 43 sets of 
points and crossings to complete the 
platelaying. Work upon the engine 
sheds is also well in hand and includes 
an ash-handling plant. 


ARGENTINA 


Serious Collision on the State Rail- 
ways 

Che worst railway accident on Argen- 
tine railways since the Alpatacal disaster 
of July, 1927—a head-on collision 
between two passenger trains resulting 
in a death roll of 20 persons—occurred 
on the Cordoba Central (State) Railway 
shortly after midnight on October 1, 
when a passenger train composed of 
23 coaches, travelling between El Tio 
and La Francia stations, collided with 
a mineral train loaded with stone, which 
had been brought to a standstill owing 
to engine trouble. Eight persons were 
killed outright and over 60 injured, of 
whom several have since died. The 
sleeping cars in the front of the train 
were completely wrecked, and it was 


in these that most of the fatalities 
occurred, the work of rescue being 


hampered by the darkness. A _ party 
of doctors travelling on the train were 
able to give valuable aid to the injured. 

According to the official report issued 
by the State Railways administration, 
the collision was due to the gross 





negligence of the signalman at El Tio 
station, who gave ‘line clear’’ to the 
passenger train before he had received 
advice of the arrival of the goods train 
at La Francia. 

The Railways and Housing 

In connection with an international 
exhibition of model dwellings for 
workers, inaugurated in Buenos Aires 
during the month of October, an illus- 
trated brochure produced jointly by 
all the railways reveals how much the 
foreign-owned lines have contributed 
towards the solution of the housing 
problem by affording such facilities as 
to enable many of their employees to 


purchase their own homes. The ail- 
ways have also created recreation 
colonies or holiday homes for their 


staffs, and allow reduced rates for the 
transportation of building materials. 
\ total of 7,765 houses providing accom- 
modation for 34,279 persons, have been 
built at a cost of some 66 million pesos 
for their employees by the B.A.G5S.,. 
Central Argentine, B.A.P., B.A.W., 
“Compania General,’”’ Entre Rios and 
Argentine N.E. Railways. Prior to the 
creation of a special section of the 
National Railways Pensions Fund for 
the purpose, the principal railways also 
granted building loans to their staffs, 
amounting to a total of $27,500,000. 
The loans granted by the Pensions 
Fund under this head between the vears 
1924 and 1937 amounted to over 100 
million peso 


INDIA 


Coal and Coal Transport Problems 


In recent conversations in Calcutta 
between Sir Guthrie Russell, Chief 
Commissioner of Railways, and repre- 
sentatives of the Indian Mining Fede- 
ration and the Indian Colliery Owners’ 
Association, discussion related, inter 
alia, to questions of building up rail 
way stocks of coal, wagon supplies, 
coal tenders for 1940-41, and the 
appointment of a Coal Transportation 
Officer with an advisory committee. 


Railway Freights and Agricultural 
Marketing 

One of the many-sided activities of 

the Agricultural Marketing Advisor to 

the Government of India is the exami- 


nation of possible facilities in the 
movement of produce by suitable 
reductions in railway freight. Recent 
investigations by this officer have 


secured for the grower in various parts 
of the country substantial concessions 
in railway transport charges. The 
North Western Railway has agreed to 
reduce rates on fruits for the exploita- 
tion of new markets. On the Nizam’s 
State Railway oranges to Hyderabad 
from several up-country centres will be 
charged, from October 1, at a third 
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of the parcel rates instead of lf 
parcel rates. The wagon rate ‘or 
oranges is also reduced by 33 per ce tt. 
To promote traffic in eggs from Qui.on 
and Kottarkara to Madras in impro\ -d 
types of containers, the South Ind in 
Railway is prepared to offer a third of 
the parcel rates Other matters 
cussed between the different railw. vs 
and the Central Marketing Advisor 
included freight rebate for overs 
markets, coastal rates on cocoanits 
and copra, delivery of perishables «n 
Sundays and the reduction of freight 
on fish. 


DENMARK 


Danish Private Railways in 1938-39 

In the vear ended March $31, 193 
most of the private railway compat 
showed increased deficits or sma 
surpluses. Owing to the closing of 
Haderslev Amts Railways during 
year, the total length of the lines \ 
reduced by nearly 100 km. as compar 
with the preceding year. To be abl 
compare the figures for 1938-39 wi 
those for the preceding year the figu: 
given for 1937-38 exclude tl 
Haderslev Amts Railways. 

Although the number of passenger 
carried fell by 3 per cent., the receij 
from traffic showed an 
crease of 2 per cent., mainly owing t 
increased fares on some railways. T] 
goods tonnage was down by 10 pei 
cent., and the receipts from this traft 
by 6 per cent. The receipts 
decreased by over 4 per cent., and at 
the same time the expenses increased 
owing to higher wages and _ salaries 
The result was, that the deficit for all 
the railways combined was practically 
doubled. 

The private railways have 180 petro! 
and diesel railcars and locomotives, and 
these accounted for 10,964,100 out « 
a total of 12,954,509 train-miles, or 85 
per cent. Although these railcars have 
been in use for a number of years, they 
are still very reliable and able to give 


also 


passenger 


TOSS 


excellent service Below are further 
statistics. 

1937-38 1938-39 
fotal length of line 


open, km. 
Train-km. 
Passengers carried 
Goods, tonnes. . aS 
Passenger receipts, Kr. 
Goods receipts, Kr. 
Gross rece ipts kr. 
Working expenses, in- 
cluding depreciation 
charges and part in- 
terest at 
Deficit. ed 
Rail Welding on the State Railways 
All new rails of the 45 and 60 kg. per 
m. types (90 and 120 Ib. per yd.) are 
bought in 15-m. lengths and are, before 
they are laid, welded to 30-m. lengths. 
This has hitherto been done at site, but 
from now onwards the work is to be 
carried out in a central welding depot 
in Fredericia on the old station site in 
a building formerly containing a pre- 
heating plant for trains; this place is 
near the centre of the State railway 


12,837,255 
10,538,255 
2 476,664 
8,423,633 
8,453,865 
20,565,010 





19,691 ,762 


21,912,252 22,370,356 
1,347,242 2,678,594 
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m. The system adopted is flash- 
welding, with which the State 
ays have already had excellent 


eo 


I 5. 
e depot has also been equipped 
boring, sawing and straightening 
hines, so that it is possible to cut 
( he worn ends of old rails, bore new 
{ bolt holes, straighten the rails and 
| them together. By this method 
12-m. rails have 0-5 m. cut off, 
which two rails are welded to make 
3-m. rail. This is now done regularly 
h old 37-kg. rails, and also with old 
45-kg. rails of 15-m. length, forming 29-m. 
ths. 


CEYLON 


Appointment of Mr. Dean as 
General Manager Discussed in 
Council 

here was a lengthy debate in the 
State Council on a motion relating to 

recruitment from abroad of a new 
General Manager of Railways. It was 
ted that the proposed salary of 

3,000 a year for the General Manager 
could not be afforded by Ceylon. 

Sir D. B. Jayatilaka, Minister of 
Home Affairs, in the absence of the 
Minister of Communications and Works, 
sought the approval of the council for 
the appointment of a non-Ceylonese to 
the post of general manager of the 
railway on a salary of £3,000 per annum, 

agreement for a term of four years, 

ith the allowances and conditions of 
rvice at present in force for officers 
recruited from overseas. 

He said that the post had been adver- 
tised and 74 applications had _ been 
received. The Ministry was not satisfied 

ith the four men selected by the Crown 
\gents, and had recommended Mr. V. L. 
Dean, of the Indian North Western 
Railway. Though the salary was very 

sh compared with that paid to pre- 
vious General Managers, he felt that it 
vould be more beneficial in the long run 
to appoint a man with such varied 


{ xpe rience. 

Mr. A. Mahadeva said that in view of 
the Transport Commission’s report, he 
did not think that such a high salary 
should be paid to that officer. 

Mr. G. G. Ponnambadam said that the 
tficer selected was an_ officer’ in 
harge of the Ferozepore Division of the 
Indian North Western Railway, which 
had seven divisions in all.* There were a 
number of others who were holding posts 
ind drawing salaries superior to that of 
the officer selected for the post. 

Mr. H. J. Huxam, Financial Secretary, 
said that the officer whom they proposed 
to appoint, had his early training in the 
United Kingdom. The area of which 
Mr. Dean was in charge was a little less 
than the Ceylon Railway, and the pre- 
sent post he held was more or less a 
stop-gap, as he expected to be promoted 
\ssistant General Manager of the Indian 
North Western Railway, when he would 





* The route mileage of the Ferozepore Division is 
reater than that of the whole Ceylon Government 
1ilway, viz., 1,250 miles as against 922, with 

iter traffic density, and a satisfactory operating 


itio 
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get a salary of about Rs. 5,000 a month.* 
Mr. Huxam did not think that they 
would be able to get a better man than 
Mr. Dean for less money. 


Reasons for Mr. Dean’s Selection 


Mr. A. E. Goonesingha said that the 
committee had decided on Mr. Dean 
because he appeared to be the best, 
although he was not among the four 
recommended by the Crown Agents. 
They had the opportunity of seeing Mr. 
Dean and discussing with him the re- 
commendations made by the Hammond 
Commission. The committee was 
impressed with Mr. Dean as the one 
man who would be able to do something 
for the Ceylon Railway Department, as 
he was conversant with the working of 
all departments of the railway. 

Mr. E. C. Villiers said that the 
Ministry had gone through the full list 
of applicants forwarded by the Crown 
Agents, and Mr. Dean’s name was one 
of several they had selected. At the 
interview by the Ministry Mr. Dean 
met all their questions in an extremely 
happy and able manner. They felt 
that he was a man of very strong 
character, and a man who could do 
what he wanted to do. Actually he 
did not think that Mr. Dean was 
getting from his post as good a deal as 
he would if he accepted the position 
he had been offered in India. 

Mr. N. M. Perera hoped that members 
would not run away with the idea 
that Mr. Dean was going to solve all 
their railway difficulties, and moved 
the reference back of the motion. He 
said that at present, in view of the war, 
they would have to mark time for the 
next two or three years. The appoint- 
ment could be reconsidered when it 
became actually necessary after the 
war. His motion was defeated. 

Mr. D. Wanigasekera said that now 
they were losing Rs. 5,000,000 annually 
on the railway they might as well spend 
another Rs. 45,000 in order to give the 
new General Manager a chance to 
reduce their losses. 


Mr. Dean’s Refusal of Appointment 


Shortly after the above discussion, 
it became known that Mr. Dean would 
be unable to accept the post. He had 
been eagerly looking forward to coming 
to Ceylon, but, it was stated, he had 
now decided that, owing to the situation 
created by the war, it would not be fair 
to deny his services to his present 
employers, who badly required them 
at this juncture. 

Mr. W. G. Hills, the present Acting 
General Manager, will continue in 
office for the present, and it was stated 
that he will be appointed to the per- 
manent post, now that Mr. Dean has 
asked to be released from the job he 
had accepted. One way in which 
Mr. Hills could be helped, it was stated 
would be to appoint a civil servant to 
take charge of the administrative side. 
Some members of the Ministry favour 





* The facts and figures sent by our correspondent 
are quoted from the debate in Ceylon and are not 
necessarily correct.—Eb. R.G 
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the Railway Department being placed 
in charge of a civil servant and other 
members of the State Council also 
welcome this proposal. 

There are plenty of excellent tech- 
nical men on the Government Railway, 
but by such an appointment the 
General Manager would be relieved of 
a great deal of responsibility, and be 
able to devote time and attention to 
the pressing need to try to turn what 
is now a losing concern, into one that 
can at least support itself without 
repeated grants from the general 
revenue. 

Mr. Hills comes froma notable railway 
family in Great Britain, where his 
father held an important post on the 
Great Northern Railway. He came to 
Ceylon in 1915 as Divisional Trans- 
portation Superintendent, and ten years 
later acted as Traffic Manager. He has 
been acting as General Manager for 
three years during a most difficult 
period. 

It is understood that a definite deci- 
sion will be reached by the Ministry of 
Communications and Works before the 
end of October. 


U.S.S.R. 


New Lines 


Another short transversal line of 
some importance is said to have been 
completed recently between Zhilevo, 
on the Moscow-Donbass line, and 
Ilinski Pogost, 50 miles to the north 
east. This will allow of through traffic 
between the far north on the one hand 
and the Donbass and the Black Sea 
ports on the other, to miss the Moscow 
area, although at the expense of a longer 
journey. The existing line from 
Ilinski Pogost to Alexandrov, forming 
part of this north-south route, is to be 
reconstructed. The Archangel line from 
Yaroslavl is being double-tracked, and 
a new bridge three-quarters of a mile 
long is to be built to carry the recon- 
structed track over the River Northern 
Dvina at Archangel. 


CHILE 


Taltal Railway Strike 

A strike lasting 21 days during 
August and September caused the whole 
of the services of the Taltal Railway to 
close down, except the water supply 
service and the railcar carrying pas- 
sengers and mail for the Longitudinal 
Railway, which continued to function 
normally. The employees eventually 
returned to duty after an agreement had 
been reached, by which they obtained 
an increase equivalent to 14 per cent. 
of their wages. The Taltal Railway, 
is some 146 miles long, and carries 
nitrates—about 60,000 tons annually— 
down to the port of Taltal. Its only 
passenger service is by the railcar men- 
tioned above, the only other coaching 
vehicle it owns being an ambulance car. 
The line is owned and worked by a 
British company, which also supplies 
water for industrial purposes ; its head- 
quarters are in River Plate House, 
Tendon, E.C. 
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BAKERLOO TRAINS TO STANMORE 





November 24, 1929 





New through services provided between the Bakerloo and Metropolitan 
Lines of the London Passenger Transport Board have . necessitated 
heavy and intricate engineering works 


Y the running, from Monday last, November 20, of 
B through Bakerloo trains to Wembley Park and Stan- 
more, the long-awaited direct connection between the 
Metropolitan Line and the West End has been realised. 
Passengers on the Metropolitan Line from stations between 
Stanmore, Wembley Park, and Finchley Road now have, 
for the first time, a through service to Central London 
and connections with all parts of the Underground system. 
From Stanmore all trains, of which there are seven an 
hour in peek periods, now run direct to Regents Park, 


Oxford Circus, Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, 
Charing Cross, Waterloo, Lambeth North, and Elephant & 
Castle. Passengers no longer have to change trains at 


either Wembley Park or Baker Street. It is expected that 


TO WATFORD, 
AMERSHAM AND 


CHESHAM 
NORTH HARROW 
[NEW PLATFORMS AND 


iMODERNISED BOOKING HALL 


TO UXBRIDGE * 






















‘REBUILT } \s 
BATION’ > RAY NERS LANES 





'? WEW PLATFORMS AND : 

(COMPLETE NEW STA TION “ 

‘BUILDINGS Pea IS. in 
> 








F “NEW FLYUNDER: 
‘ SUNCTION 


‘REBUILT: 
‘STATIONS Wi i) WEMBLEY PARK 


NEW FLYUNDER 


{REBUILT STATION WITH ‘TO DEPOT 


‘ADDITIONAL ENTRANCE FROMM 
"NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD) 
oe 


————— 


—_—_—> 
i 


? 
- 
a 


DOLLIS HILL 


3 


L0d30 
NIOSVIN 


{REBUILT PLATFORM AND, 
iNEW BOOKING HALL __ 


BWILLESDEN GREEN & 
CRICKLEWOOD 


KILBURN & BRONDESBURY 


‘PLATFORMS LENGTHENED-— 
REBUILT PLATFORM AND 
:MODERNISED BOOKING HALLT 


~ 


WEST HAMPSTEAD 








FINCHLEY ROAD 


(NEW ISLAND PLATFORM, NEW 
BOOKING HALL AND NEW 
‘STATION BUILDINGS _____. 


: jBSwiss COTTAGE 


| : 
ST JOHNS WOOD j | MARLBOROUGH ROAD (CLOSED) 


kK: | ig) Imcoros 
‘NEW BAKERLOO LINE TUBE Voy S L}s NEW BOOKING OFFICE, 
oecrn TO FINCHLEY $4 iESCALATORS AND ey 


‘SOUTHBOUND PLATFORM: 
TO OXFORD —_ 


4 ws. CHARING X A 
Weg, “S\, ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
Mp BAKER STREET 
\\, 
. 7” 


Diagram showing new connections at Baker Street and 
Finchley Road and rearranged lines northwards 


this improvement, together with the recent reductio 
the standard of ordinary fares from 13d. to 1d. a mil 
the Stanmore branch, will attract still more West End 
sengers from Edgware, Burnt Oak, and Colindale, | 
thus relieve the Northern Line. 
From Wembley Park the Bakerloo service has 

strengthened, so that there are now 14 trains an ho 
one about every 4 min.—to the West End in peak perio 


The through service, by making unnecessary the pre 
inconvenient change at Baker Street, results in sho: 
journey times, of which the following are typi 
examples :— 
Finchley Road—Oxford Circus as 9 min 
Swiss Cottage—Piccadilly Circus .. “4 io ie 
West Hampstead—Charing Cross co! 
Kilburn and Brondesbury—Oxford Circus a 
St. Johns Wood—Waterloo wit = a oe 
Willesden Green—Oxford Circus .. es . KS 


Travellers on fast Metropolitan trains ca Masven- ~( 
the-Hill and beyond can reach the West End merely | 
walking across a platform and joining a Bakerloo trai 
at Finchley Road, where all fast Metropolitan trains (18 
an hour) stop during peak periods. In addition, there is 


a new peak-hour 15-min. City service of Metropolita: 
trains, stopping at all stations between Rayners Lane and 
Aldgate. The fast Metropolitan trains in the peak hour 
are as follow :— 
8 trains an hr.—Uxbridge to Barking—express between Wen 
bley Park and Finchley Road. 
6 - = Watford to Baker Street—express betwe 
Wembley Park and Finchley Road. 
2 ms ys —Rickmansworth to City—express between Hat 
row-on-the-Hill and Wembley Park, and 
Wembley Park and Finchley Road. 
2 - - Aylesbury to City—express between Pinner and 


Finchley Road. 

Altogether there are 36 trains an hour in the peak period 
between Wembley Park and Finchley Road. In framing 
the new timetables the principle has been to make the 
intervals between trains as uniform as possible. 

Another group of passengers to benefit are those living 
in the Swiss Cottage and St. Johns Wood district. They 
can board a Bakerloo train either at Swiss Cottage or at 
the new St. Johns Wood tube station at the corner of 
Finchley Road and Acacia Road. Marlborough Road 
(Metropolitan) station has been closed and Lords (Metro 
politan) station will be opened only for important cricket 
matches. Passengers from Swiss Cottage also have a direct 
City service of eight Metropolitan trains an hour in the 
peak periods. 


Engineering Works 

The key engineering works were between Finchley Road 
and Baker Street. The Metropolitan Line between Wem- 
bley Park and Finchley Road consists of four tracks; 
between Finchley Road and Baker Street there are only 
two. This created a hottle-neck, because fast and local 
trains arriving at Finchley Road had to continue their 
journey to Baker Street on a single track. By extending 
the Bakerloo Line beyond Baker Street and joining it 
with the local tracks of the Metropolitan Line at Finchley 


Road, the London Passenger Transport Board has not 
only established a direct connection with the West End 


but also overcome the bottle-neck. Since last Monday 
local trains have used the new tube tracks and fast trains 
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th [etropolitan tracks. The works between Stanmore 
ker Street necessitated at one time 3,000 men being 
1 on building the tracks and stations and laying 
431 les of cable, and nave cost £3,250,000. Sum- 
1, the chief items were as follow :— 


riving 2} miles of new double Bakerloo tube tunnel 
b n Baker Street and Finchley Road, and constructing 
ns with the existing Bakerloo tunnels and the Metro- 
Line. 
construction of the Metropolitan tunnels at Finchley 
R station, and re-arrangement of the line between 
I ey Road and Wembley Park to enable fast trains to 
outside tracks and local trains the inside tracks so 
Metropolitan and Bakerloo trains can share island plat 
fe at Finchley Road and Wembley Park, enabling pas 
s to change trains merely by walking across a platform. 
Construction of a second southbound tube platform at 
B r Street so that trains from the Stanmore and Queens 
P branches can be brought into the station at the same 
thus avoiding the risk of one being delayed outside. 
N fast escalators to the southbound platforms have been 
lled at Baker Street. 
New tube stations at Swiss Cottage (with a subway con 
n to the Metropolitan station) and St. Johns Wood, 
reconstruction or alteration of five other stations. 


i 


». Re-arrangement of the tracks between Finchley Road 
Wembley Park, fitting of 538 new signals and erection 
x new signal boxes. 

Wembley 


Construction of two fly-under junctions at 


Park by which trains to and from Stanmore and to and from 
Neasden depot can pass underneath instead of across the 
Metropolitan tracks, thus avoiding delays. The Neasden 


has been rebuilt and enlarged to accommodate the 


erloo tube stock. 


Details of the Work 

For a line the total length of which, between the ter- 
minals at Stanmore in the north and Elephant & Castle in 
the south, is only 148 miles, the engineering work 

volved in the provision of an efficient through service has 
been remarkable for its variety and intricacy, and the 
main items summarised above give little indication of the 
ature of what has had to be done. For example, in 
der to take seven-car trains instead of the former six- 
ar trains on the Bakerloo Line, all Bakerloo station plat- 
forms have had to be lengthened from 291 ft. to 375 ft., 
volving the conversion of an equivalent length of 
l1-ft. 81-in. tube tunnel to the 21 ft. 23 in. dia. of the 
stations. In addition, so as to provide adequate turn-round 
iccommodation at Elephant & Castle, an extra length of 


double tube tunnel has had to be constructed there, 
together with a new scissors crossover. The work at 


Elephant & Castle was rendered more difficult by its 
1aving te be done in compressed air, due to the presence 

of water-bearing sand at a level about 4 ft. below the 

invert of the running tunnels, and therefore very close to 
he invert of the larger station tunnels necessary to accom- 
odate the longer plattorms. 
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frrangemcnts of Swiss Cottage station 


The new twin tube tunnels from Baker Street to 
Finchley Road were driven through London clay by 
shields from shafts at Baker Street, the L.N.E.R. goods 
yard at Marylebone, Acacia Road, and Adelaide Road. 
At Baker Street station the existing Bakerloo tunnels have 
been connected with the new tunnels by means of step- 
plate junctions consisting of enveloping tunnel sections 
varying in diameter from 27 ft. to 19 ft. constructed round 
the existing tunnels while trains were running. The 
smaller sizes from 19 ft. down to 14 ft., could be built 
only between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. when there was no 
traffic, as they involved breaking into the running tunnels. 
One of our pictures clearly shows the construction of the 
enveloping sections. 

Besides the additional southbound tube platform at 
Baker Street, a new bank of escalators has been con- 
structed between the two southbound platforms and a 
new circulating area beneath the Metropolitan Line plat- 
forms, and a further flight of escalators is being provided 
to the street level booking hall, which is being recon- 
structed. The new circulating area below the Metropolitan 
Line is an enlargement of the old and involves much 
difficult engineering work in order to keep traffic running 
without interruption. As will be seen from the drawings 
reproduced, the existing escalator now comes up in the 
centre of the new circulating area, from which the new 
bank of escalators descends at an angle to the old. To 
accommodate the enlargement, the heavy retaining wall 
beyond No. 4 Metropolitan platform has had to be 
demolished and a new one built further back to carry the 
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Details of method of supporting tracks over new circulating area below Metropolitan Line platforms. 
section of temporary trestling is inset on upper diagram 












ALTERATIONS AT BAKER STREET STATION, L.P.T.B. 
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Cross section AA (see plan below) through tunnels at Finchley Road, looking north 


veight on the girder spanning the mouth of the new esca- 
lator. Nos. 1 and 4 platform tines had to be underpinned 
on trestles while new trough girder bridges were con- 
tructed to carry them. These bridges had to be placed 
in position during week-end possessions of the two plat- 
form lines. 

At St. John’s Wood a new surface station has been 
built from which two modern high-speed escalators of the 
same type as those at Baker Street, but with a central fixed 
stairway between them, give access to the platforms. 
The escalator tunnel has a finished internal diameter 
of 22 ft. 9 in., and makes an angle of 30 deg. 
with the horizontal. The escalator shaft finishes some 
60 ft. below ground level in a horizontal chamber 26 ft. 
dia. between the tube platform tunnels, as shown in the 
cross-section, which also shows the short passages that 
lead from this chamber to the two platforms. These 
passages consist of brick walls 3 ft. 6 in. thick, support- 
ing roofing joists, and junction is made with the circular 
platform tunnel sections by means of specially designed 
‘“ picture-frame ’’ segments. At Swiss Cottage the new 
tube booking hall is below street level and is connected 
by a subway under Finchley Read to the existing Metro- 
politan Line station. Here again escalators give access to 
the deep-level tube platforms. 

From the new tube station at Swiss Cott 


al 
a 


ge the two new 





Re 


tunnels rise to the level of the Metropolitan Line at 
Finchley Road station. To provide the necessary platform 
interchange between Metropolitan and tube trains there, 
they had to be designed and constructed so that they lay 
between the existing Metropolitan tracks, and a new south- 
bound Metropolitan tunnel was therefore built far enough 
out to leave sufficient width for this. Owing to the close 
proximity of the Metropolitan tunnels to the surface of the 
road, the works had to be carried out by opening up the 
road in small sections, so that two lines of road traffic 
could be maintained. 

The new southbound Metropolitan tunnel was con- 
structed for the greater part under property fronting the 
east side of Finchley Road, and its construction involved 
the diversion of sewers, water, gas, and power mains, and 
a large number of Post Office mains. The drainage of the 
various properties in Finchley Road also had to be con- 
nected up to the diverted sewer. Where the buildings lay 
directly above the site of the new tunnel the work 


was done from the basements. After the comple- 
tion of this new tunnel, southbound Metropolitan 
trains were diverted to it, and the rising northbound 
tube tunnel was then carried through the aban- 


doned tunnel until it reached the required level at Finchley 
Road station. That part of the old southbound Metro- 
politan tunnel! which is not required to accommodate the 
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new northbound tube line has been filled with mass. con- 
crete. The plan and section reproduced give an idea of 
the complications of the work involved in providing the 
new connections at Finchley Read and the section also 
shows the heavy retaining wall and covered work 
required for the accommodation of the southbound tube 
line where it is in process of diving from surface to deep 
level. 

In addition to the new track and platform arrangements 
at Finchley Road, the station buildings at street level have 
been rebuilt and brought up to date as befits so important 
a key point. In carrying out the work of reconstructing 
the station, it was found necessary to make extensive 
alterations to one of the main girders which carries the 
ticket hall floor and the superstructure over the running 
lines. A considerable part of this girder fouled the 
entrance to the new ticket hall, and it became a question 
of whether the whole of the girder should be removed or 
other means adopted to provide the required clearance for 
the new entrance. The decision was made to weld a new 
flange at the floor level, and afterwards cut away the top 
portion of the girde1 By this process, which 
so far as we know is unique, considerable economy both 
of time and money was effected. The whole of the 
work was carried out while the girder was under load and 
without any interference to passengers or traffic, and 
records taken at the time show that the stresses were 
properly taken up by the added material in the cut-away 
portion of the girder. 

North of Finchley Road the works consisted chiefly in 
the rearrangement of the tracks which hitherto had been, 
as from west.to east, down local, up local, down fast, and 
up fast respectively (‘‘ down ’’ being northbound and 
‘up ’’ southbound); now they are respectively down fast, 
down local, up local, and up fast. The rearrangement 
necessitated moving the old island platforms at West Hamp- 
stead and Dollis Hill from between the up and down locals, 
which have now become respectively the down fast and 
down local, to a position between the two local lines which 
now accommodate the Bakerloo tube trains. It also 
involved the conversion of the up local platform at Kilburn 
into an island platform and enabled the old down local 
platform to be abolished. At Wembley Park a new up bay 
platform has replaced the former terminal bay platform 
provided to deal with special traffic to the Wembley 
Stadium. The booking halls and platform arrangements 
at West Hampstead, Kilburn, and Dollis Hiil have been 
completely modernised. All the local line platforms served 
by tube stock between Finchley Road and Stanmore inclu- 
sive have been built to a height of 2 ft. 9 in. above rail 
level, which is a compromise between the standard Metro- 
politan Line height of 3 ft. 13 in. and the tube line height 
of 1 ft. 8} in. and gives an equal step down or up 
respectively between Metropoiitan and tube cars. 

Just north of Wembley Park a curious situation used to 
exist, for originally when the Stanmore branch was opened 
on December 10, 1932, the fast and local lines exchanged 
places, necessitating trains crossing one another’s paths. The 
new allocation of tracks obviates this. Between Wembley 
Park and Preston Road a burrowing junction has been built 
for the Stanmore branch trains, and at the other or south 
end of Wembley Park a similar but single-line burrowing 
junction has been built to give access between the Neasden 
depot and the down side. Neasden depot itself has been 
entirely reconstructed so as to accommodate both Bakerloo 
and Metropolitan line trains. 

The permanent way work is in accordance with the 
modern standards of the L.P.T.B. railways with 95 Ib. 
per yd. bull-head rails. Except in the new tube tunnels 
existing tracks are used with, of course, numerous new 


is required. 
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points and crossings. The new track in the tube sect 

consists of rails welded to 300-ft. lengths, the ends of whi 
have 4-bolt Brogden joints, as seen in the illustration 

page 675. The rails are held in chairs fixed to the sleep 
each. The conductor rai 
insulators, are of 130- 
rectangular section in tube tunnels and = 150 

flat-bottom in the open. The outer conductor carries t 
600-volt positive current, and the middle conductor t 
negative return traction current. They are laid in 600-1 
welded lengths in the tube. In the tube tunnels noise 


by three coach screws 
supported in porcelain 


reduced by the provision of noise-absorbing slabs fitt 
continuously through the tunnels below car floor height. 


Signalling 

Throughout 2-aspect signals, with repeaters as nec¢ 
sary, are used, junction indicators being provided to ind 
cate the route at junctions, and disc signals for shuntin 
movements. Electro-pneumatic train-stops are install 
in accordance with L.P.T.B. standard practice. At Bak 
Street the tube junction is signalled from a new cabi 
containing one of the board’s standard electro-pneumat 
power frames with 7 levers. A new feature of the signal 
ling on the Baker Street—Finchley Road tube section 
that recesses have been formed in the tunnel adjacent t 
the signals, to permit staff to remain in the tunnel in th 
event of a signal failure; thus it should be possible to dea 
with such troubles with less delay to traffic than has 
occurred in the past, where a signal lineman could work 
for only a few minutes from a train which he had stopped 
and then had to return to the train to proceed. 

The signalling of the tube tunnel section has as far as 
possible been concentrated in relay rooms at the ends of 
the platforms, and relays and track-circuit feeds for all 
equipment within 500 ft. of the station are concentrated i1 
these relay rooms, so that the smallest possible amount of 
equipment is actually mounted in the tunnels. The tunnels 
are provided throughout with the board’s standard tunnel 
telephone system for switching off current in emergency. 
These tunnel telephones communicate with the existing 
substations at Finchley Road and Baker Street. 

At Finchley Road a new signal cabin has been provided 
operating on the route system and controlling signals and 
points in an area from the tunnel mouth to just north of 
West Hampstead station. It contains the board’s stan 
dard type power frame with 24 working route levers and 
mechanical interlocking between the levers and push-pull 
operation of the route levers. There are also 13 point 
levers which, though not normally operated, are availabl: 
for emergency use. King levers are provided for opera 
tion of signals or the four straight roads so that if required 
the cabin can be switched out. 

There is a new power signal cabin at Willesden Green 
controlling the centre reversing siding and the connec 
tions into and out of the goods depot. The standard powe: 
frame has 59 individual levers for signals and points with 
mechanical interlocking. 

A new signal cabin (Neasden South) has been provided 
near the entrance to Neasden depot at the station end to 
control the connections :nto and out of the depot. It con 
tains an 83-lever power frame with mechanical interlock- 
ing. At the north end of Neasden depot another new 
cabin has been provided for dealing with the shunting 
movements into and out of the depot. This new cabin 
(Neasden North) has no control over the main line, and in 
consequence is not provided with all the standard safe- 
guards in approach locking and backlocking and the track 
locking of points normally provided. The cabin contains a 
47-lever_ power frame with mechanical interlocking. 
Mechanical point indicators are used in conjunction with 
this installation for indicating routes to drivers. 





GVOU AATHONIA L¥ NVLITOCOXLAN GN¥ ooTYaN¥d AO NOILONOAL 


peuun} Mau 0} affp uvj10do.)0 [WV punoqyinos foe uo1ssaa1p as0fog pooy Aajyouty ip pry) Su1ag ysonyod4} uo19unt” : 1y3ry "yy su uo ‘uvjjodo.)3 
punoqyi4108Uu wos 4aaosso12 Yrin *yIv4 2gn} punogyis0Uu fysom 40209 pud ]]DN Furuiwjas Aapay Suimoys *130a] uvjyodo.sja Suiyavosddp agn) punoqymosg :4°T 


AZETTE 


G 


yy B14 uo *pasaqypun “dUl] upj1jodo.} IN punoqgyiiou pup 1fo7 uo aqni 


‘jauun} punogyinos un}10d0.1)9 WY p}e fo yuvd 400] ysnosy} Suisis aqn) punogyiion] :1ysny ‘a8p}0") ssImg spav.no} Suraip agn) punoqymoy Ufo] 


a 
M, 
= 
~ 
— 
Ss 
ne 
wy 


TH 


1939 


A. 


9 

















Vovember 




















THE RAILWAY GAZETTE November 24, 1939 





Metropolitan train hauled by electric locomotive crossing a Bakerloo Stanmore train at the new 
fly-under junction north of Wembley Park 





Left: Inside new tube tunnel showing standard permanent way set in concrete before limestone chip ballast is 
laid between sleepers and before the conductor rails are laid. Right: Constructing the step-plate junctio 
round the existing running tube tunnel at Baker Street 
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At Wembley Park the existing signal cabin has been 
altered and re-wired to accommodate the changes in the 
track layout. These have necessitated a vast amount of 
temporary work and an extension to the relay room. A 
new signal cabin has been provided at Stanmore with a 
standard 47-lever power frame and mechanical inter- 
loc king. 

A great deal of care has been taken in the laying out 
of the cable runs, which are of the board’s standard indi- 
vidual lead-covered type, and numerous cable bridges 
have been found necessary as well as special arrangements 
for the support of cables where they sweep on to bridges 
and round corners. The current for the signalling is 
carried by duplicate main cables, one run on each side of 
the track. The main cable is of 19/-064-in. lead-covered 
and armoured and is supplied at 600 volts. Step-down 
transformers at each location reduce the voltage from 600 
to 100 volts for all signals and other equipment, as well 
as for the 100-volt condenser-fed track circuits. Com- 
pressed air for the operation of trainstops and points is 
supplied from compressors installed at the substations and 
is conveyed throughout by duplicate mains, one run on 
each side of the track. 

It has been found possible to improve the illuminated 
diagrams, which are of the fully illuminated strip type 
with a paper diagram between two glasses. Hitherto this 
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style of diagram had one great objection in that reflections 
occurred from the surface of the front glass. By use of 
a special lightly-etched plate glass an illuminated diagram 
is provided which gives no reflection and which retains the 
advantages of the paper diagram with the fully illuminated 
tracks. 

The engineering work has suffered two serious setbacks 
caused by the transfer of men to urgent A.R.P. work 
during the crisis of September, 1938, and again at the 
outbreak of war. Despite these delays the extension was 
opened only a few weeks later than the date fixed before 
the war. When all the work has been completed and all 
the new rolling stock is in use, the extension of the 
Bakerloo Line to Stanmore will have cost £5,500,000. It 
is one of the more important improvements in the 
£45,000,000 programme of new works undertaken jointly 
by London Transport and the main-line railways. 

On the inauguration of the new service to Stanmore last 
Monday the Minister of Transport sent a message to Lord 
Ashfield congratulating him on the successful completion 
of the scheme within only a few weeks of the scheduled 
time despite the difficulties of the war conditions. The 
achievement reflected the greatest credit on all concerned. 
He expressed satisfaction that the board should still be 
pursuing in war time the policy of providing the best 
possible service. 





Method of laying long rails in 
tube tunnel. Note the chamfered 
Brogden joint at the rail end 
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CASUALTY EVACUATION TRAINS 


Supplementary details of the 30 trains provided at the request of the 
Ministry of Health, and now standing by in various parts of the country 


URTHER details are now available regarding the 
ambulance trains which the British railways have 
provided for the purpose of conveying civilians 

injured during air raids from first aid or clearing stations 
to base hospitals in the safer parts of the country. These 
trains, of which we published some illustrations in our 
issue of October 20, were adapted from existing rolling 
stock at the carriage works of the various railways. They 
were prepared and equipped at the request of the Ministry 
of Health, and the total of 34 trains was allocated among 
the four main-line railways as follows: L.M.S.R., 15; 
L.N.E.R., 10; G.W.R., 6; S.R., 3. The preparatory 


trains at present standing by available for service, 20 
based on Greater London, eight in the provinces, and t 
in Scotland under the direction of the Scottish Board 
Health. It may be added that there is no present intenti 
of increasing the number of units, and that our refere: 
(at page 521 of our October 20 issue) to work in progress 
seven railway workshops should have been applied to t 
War Office ambulance trains we described on November | 
The basic feature of the scheme for casualty evacuati 
trains was that the vans should be adaptable easily fr: 
their ordinary peacetime purposes. The stretcher-carrying 
brackets can be secured easily and speedily through t 


One of the casualty evacuation trains provided by the Southern Railway 


work was completed, and the necessary equipment was 
already in hand prior to the outbreak of the war. The 
order to fit up was given on August 30 and all the trains 
were fitted, assembled, and despatched to their appointed 
stations within two days of war being declared. Of the 
total of 34 trains, four were loaned to the War Office and 
two were afterwards returned. The vehicles composing 
them have since been distributed for ordinary traffic, but 
are available for re-conversion and assembly into trains at 
24 hours’ notice. 

The vehicles in casualty evacuation trains remain in the 
liveries of their owning companies, excepting that they are 
distinguished by yellow vertical stripes near the ends, and 
no special finish is given inside. The standard composition 
of a train is twelve vehicles, of which nine are stretcher 
vans (or ward coaches) accommodating 30 stretchers 
apiece, or 270 on every train. The original intention of 
the Minister of Health was to load the vans to a maximum 
capacity of 36 stretchers, but eventually only 30 were 
provided, although the balance would be supplied in case 
of emergency. The train formation diagram reproduced 
is typical of the stock forming these units, but variations 
occur where necessary to suit the stock selected as most 
suitable for conversion. For example, in the Southern 
Railway vehicles, only 24 stretchers can be carried on 
brackets in two tiers, and the remaining 6 (or 12) are 
accommodated on the floor. Of the 30 casualty evacuation 


sides of the van bodies in which the pillars are attached 
to the bodyside, and this arrangement also lends itself 
to quick restoration of the vans to their normal use. 
Originally every train consisted of 10 stretcher vans and 
two composite brakes, one at each end, but, at the request 
of the Ministry of Health, the number of stretcher vans 
was reduced to 9 a train, and an open saloon was intro- 
duced into every train. This was a temporary arrange- 
ment only, and these saloons are being replaced by staff 
mess and recreation cars converted in some cases from 
restaurant cars. The vans, which were withdrawn when 
the number was reduced from 10 to 9, are being held in 
reserve to replace any of the stretcher vans which may be 
required in the shops for attention. The composite brakes 
were altered in accordance with the arrangement shown in 
the diagram. They are equipped for the storage of domestic, 
food, and medical supplies, and for the storage of hot and 
cold water. Cooking facilities are available, and compart- 
ments are provided for the accommodation of the train 
staff. The usual emergency equipment has been provided 
in the guard’s brake compartments. The equipment 
provided in the above-mentioned vehicles was supplied 
by the Ministry of Health, and the composition is shown 
in the accompanying list. 

The stretcher vans provided by the Southern Railway 
are passenger luggage and parcel vans, and the vehicles, 
being free of internal obstructions and constructed with 
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STAFF AND BRAKE CAR 


Diagram showing formation of casualty evacuation trains. 
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other end of the train, beyond the ninth stretcher van 


tary flooring, were readily adaptable for the temporary 
pose for which they are now needed. Every van has 
n equipped with brackets and stretchers on both sides 
the bodywork. The support brackets were made 
nountable and the vehicles were fitted with cupboards 
the underframes for their storage when not in use, 
reby enabling the vehicles to be used as passenger 


egage vans and quickly converted to stretcher vans 
when required. 


A chute has been provided in the floor in 
middle of every van for disposing of the contents of 
Every stretcher van is provided with 
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Stretcher brackets as fixed to side of a Southern 
Railway van adapted for casualty evacuation 
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STRETCHER VAN 


The staff and brake car is repeated at the 


two fire extinguishers, placed in diagonally opposite 
corners of the van, and two portable curtain screens are 


positioned in the remaining corners. 


The stretcher vans 


are also provided with overhead steam heating pipes 


similar to those in Travelling Post Office vehicles. 


Bell 


communication has also been provided throughout the 
trains, consisting of a bell push near the middle of every 
stretcher van which operates a bell in the composite brakes 
at both ends of the train simultaneously. 

Public attention has been directed to these casualty 
evacuation trains (sometimes called home or civil ambulance 


Casualty Evacuation Train 


Medical 


30 Bedpans, enamelled, with covers, 


3 
4 


« 


] 


| 


6 
1 
| 
] 


| 


9 


1 


9 
2 
2 
9 


9 


| 


9 


0 Urinals, male, enamelled, 
0 6-in. Bowls, enamelled, 

6 15-in. Bowls, hand, round enam- 
elled, 
6 10-in. 
elled, 

2 Enamel iron kidney trays, 
1 Small fish kettle steriliser, 

0 Battery refills, 

6 Nail brushes, 

0 Mugs, drinking, enamelled, 

0 Feeders, enamelled, 

0 Jugs, enamelled, 

0 Pails, dressing with lid, enam- 
elled, 

0 Glass, medicine, 4 0z., 

0 Screens, 


Bowls, dressing, enam- 


& 100 Hot water bottles, 
~ 


0 Electric torches. 


Domestic 


6 Buckets, 13-in., galvanised, 

2 Dustpans, 

Kettles, 2-quart, metal, 

2 Bins, rubbish, galvanised, 
Saucepans, 8-in., aluminium, 
Teapots, 2 quarts, enamelled, 
Teapots, 1} pints, 

0 Mugs, china, 

0 Knives and forks, small, 


+ 


a 


20 Spoons, dessert, 
20 Spoons, tea, 


0 Plates, dessert, 
2 Corkscrews, 
Tin openers, 

0 Trays, 13 in. 

2 Bread boards, 
Bread knives, 
Brooms, bristle, long handles, 
Brushes, bedpan and stands, 
Brushes, scrubbing, 

Mops, long handles, 

2 Sets cleaning material, 

2 Spades, 


bo 


16 in. 


bo 


DRA D 


20 Lamps, hurricane, 


gallon oil, 

Tin Vim, 

Packets toilet paper, 
Hammer, 

Screwdriver, 

0 yd. Macintosh sheeting, 
3 Aladdin lamps, 

3 Aladdin heating stoves, 
1 gallon Methylated spirit. 


—— he 


Loose Equipment 


20 Folding chairs, 


0 Folding tables, 
4 Dry latrines, 


Equipment and Stores 


Loose Equipment—contd. 
600 Blankets, 
270 Stretchers. 
Linen 
38 Overalls, 
20 Towels, hand, 


10 Towels, hand, small 
turkey, 

10 Tea cloths, 

60 Pillows, feather, khaki 


covered, 
320 Pillow slips. 
Stores 
Bengers, 2 tins, large, 
Biscuits, dry, 4 tins, large, 
Bovril, 6 large, 
Brandy, 2 bottles, 
Cocoa, 4 Ib., 
Coffee, 2 lb., 
Eggs, dried, two packets, 
Horlicks, 4 tins, 
Lime juice, 6 bottles, 
Milk, tinned, 1 case Ideal, 
Salt, two tins, 
Sugar, brown, 20 lb., 
Tea, 4 lb., 
Matches, 10 packets. 
Dressings and Drugs 
Safety pins, 3 tins of 36, 
4 Artery forceps, Spencer 
Wells, 5-in., 
6 Dressing scissors, 6 in., 
Bandage, 3-in., 1 gross, 
Gauze, 6 packets, 
Lint, white, 4 Ib., 
lLint, Boric, 4 lb., 
Wool, cotton, 10 Ib., 


3 Tourniquets, Army 
pattern, 

Tape, 2 banks, 

Plaster, adhesive, 1 spool 
of 10 yards, . 

Coramine 1-7 c.c., 4 am- 


poules, 
Morphia, gr. }, 6 tubes, 
Morphia, gr. ;4, 3 tubes, 
Sal Volatile, 4 oz., 
Syringe, hypodermic, 6, and 
needles, 
Cresol, one drum, 
Iodine, 4 oz., 
Tab. Hydrarge 
1 x 100, 
Eupad, | Ib., 
T.C.P., one quart, 
4 pairs Dressing forceps, 
1 x 50 Aspirin, 
1 Tube ligature silk, 
10 Surgical tow. 


Perchlor, 















































678 THE 
trains) by a series of visits and inspections, the chief of 
which took place on October 13, when Her Majesty ‘the 
Queen inspected one of the Southern Railway trains at 
Victoria station. Sir Arthur Lambert, Northern Regional 
Commissioner for Civil Defence, on October 10 visited a 
train stationed in Yorkshire; and Princess Arthur of 
Connaught, herself a trained nurse, on October 25, visited 
Goodmayes, Essex, where she inspected a casualty evacua- 
tion train and named it The Good Companions. In 
Scotland, a train at Edinburgh was inspected on October 28 
by Mr. John Colville, Secretary of State for Scotland; a 
rehearsal was carried out by members of the Civil Nursing 
Reserve and the St. Andrew’s Ambulance Corps, who form 
the permanent staff of the train. A casualty evacuation 
train stationed in Liverpool was viewed by members of the 
press at the end of October. 

The staffs have been maintaining a twenty-four-hour 
watch aboard the trains ever since their commission. 
Engines are attached at intervals to keep up the steam 
heat which is piped along the ceiling, and ordinary hospital 
maintenance routine is regularly carried out. Members 
of the nursing staff are given refresher courses by rota at 
a hospital, and in the waiting hours aboard the train they 
receive lectures from their medical superintendent. When 
the train crews are not on duty they are accommodated in 
billets near where the trains are berthed. 
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Above: Interior of stretcher van 
in casualty evacuation train. Note 
the steam heating pipe along the 
roof, a method of providing warmth 
which has proved highly effective 


Left: Kitchen car of a casualty 
evacuation train showing Red 
Cross nurses preparing food for 
** patients” who have to be conveyed 
long distances 



























Locomotive Hornblocks 

Opinions differ as to whether locomotive hornblocks 
should be cast integral or have the front and rear blocks 
formed as separate castings. In modern British practice 
the divided pattern is used in some of the latest locomo- 
tives, but other new engines have the solid type. Dealing 
with this subject in a paper entitled ‘‘ Locomotive Horn- 
blocks ’’ read at a meeting of the Institution of Locomo- 
tive Engineers in Bombay, the author, Mr. C. W. Clarke, 
stated that the original Indian Railways Standard loco- 
motives had divided hornblocks, byt in many cases these 
have been replaced with solid ones. If the divided pattern 
is used, then the vertical lug cast on the hornblock can 
be made to butt against the frame plates and so relieve 
the bolts of any shearing stress. With the solid type, how- 
ever, it is impossible in practice to have the hornblocks 
butting hard up against the frame in both the fore and 





rear directions, and a shear stress is thrown on the bolts 
securing the hornblock and the plates. In some designs, 
such as certain L.M.S.R. 2-6-0 type engines, and the 
Southern Railway 4-6-0 ‘‘ King Arthur ’’ class, the lead- 
ing and driving hornblocks are of the solid type but those 
of the trailing axle are of the divided type to reduce head- 
room. As the frame plates at the rear of the driving. axles 
are always in tension there appears to be no advantage in 
making the trailing hornblocks of solid castings and the 
divided type is always preferable for trailing wheels. 
When using hornblocks of the solid type some designers 
are of the opinion that no bolt should be placed in the 
bridge at the top connecting the two legs of the horn- 
blocks, the reason advanced being that if the bolt holes 
in the block and frames are not in perfect alignment, it is 
possible, when the bolts are driven in, to introduce an 
initial tensile stress in the frame plate. 
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he Minister of Labour and National 
vice announces the appointment of a 
mmittee, under the chairmanship 
Sir Hubert Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B., 


consider and report what action 


be taken to utilise the services of 


tists and designers whose ordinary 
ans of livelihood have been cut off 
seriously diminished by the 


r.’ The members of the 
mmmittee are as foliow: Sir 
nneth Clark, K.C.B.; Mr. 
H. Jowett, R.W.S., A.R.C.A. ; 
Dr. J.J. Maton, C-H..; Me. 
frank Pick; and Mr. Charles 


ennyson, C.M.G. The Secretary 
the committee is Mr. R. E. 


Gomme, O.B.E., Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, 
\Mlontagu House, Whitehall, 
5.W.1. The committee has 
lready made a_ preliminary 


survey of the position, and has 
presented this to the Minister in 
in interim report. 


At a formal general meeting 
of the Institute of Metals, held 
in London on November 16 in 
place of the cancelled September 
Glasgow meeting, Lt.-Colonel the 
Hon. R. M. Preston, D.S.O., 
Managing Director, Rio Tinto 
Co Ltd., was nominated 
president for next year, 


Mr. Donald M. MacRae, 
O.B.E., General Manager, Cen- 
tral Argentine Railway, returned 
to Buenos Aires on October 6 
by the Highland Princess, after 
a business trip to Europe. 


COLONIAL OFFICE 
APPOINTMENTS 

rhe Secretary of State for the 
Colonies has recently approved 
the following appointments : 

Mr. J. C. Atkinson has been appointed 
l'raffic Superintendent of the Jamaica 
Government Railway. 

Mr. W. D. Shreeve has been appointed 
District Traffic Superintendent, Nigerian 
Railway. 

Mr. G. W. Staig has been appointed 
Senior Traffic Superintendent, and 
Mr. T. S. Breckon has been appointed 
\ssistant Traffic Superintendent, of the 
Gold Coast Government Railway. 

Mr. C. T. Hutson has been appointed 
\ssistant Superintendent, Kenya & 
Uganda Railways & Harbours, 


Sir Bernard Docker, K.B.E., has 
been elected Chairman of the Birming- 
ham Small Arms Co. Ltd. in succession 
to Sir Alexander Roger who, owing to 
pressure of work in other directions, 
has had to resign. 
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Mr. W. Rupert Mole, the Assistant 
Solicitor to the London & North 
Eastern Railway Company, has retired 
after 45 years’ service with the company 
and its predecessors. He was educated 
at St. Bee’s and began his career in 
the Westminster office of the late Mr. 
Lingard-Monk, Solicitor to the M.S. & 
L.R., the Cheshire Lines, and other 
railways. Admitted to the Roll of 





Mr. W. Rupert Mole 


Who has retired from the position of Assistant Solicitor C 
to the London & North Eastern Railway Company 


Solicitors in 1900, on transfer of the 
Great Central Railway head _ offices 
from Manchester to Marylebone, Mr. 
Mole continued as Assistant to the late 
Mr. Dixon Davies in charge of Railway 
and Canal Commission and Common 
Law cases. In 1907 he was appointed 
Parliamentary Assistant, and from i9i2 
until the amalgamation in 1923 was 
responsible for the company’s Parlia- 
mentary and ratesand charges work, and 
general litigation, and so was closely con- 
cerned in most of the famous legal battles 
affecting the railways during that period. 
Mr. Mole served on various committees, 
including Sir Ralph Wedgwood’s Com- 
mittee on the Railways Bill, and the 
Standard Terms and Conditions Com- 
mittee, He was also the Honorary 
Solicitor to the Society of Railway 
Rating Surveyors from 1927 until his 
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retirement. A farewell luncheon was 
given in Mr. Mole’s honour on November 
2 which was attended by Mr. C. H. 
Newton, the Chief General Manager, 
and officers from headquarters, as well 
as Mr. Mole’s_ office colleagues, 
Opportunity was taken at this function 
to present Mr. Mole and his wife with 
handsome parting gifts. Those present 
Messrs. I. Buchanan _ Pritch- 
ard (Chairman), C. H. Newton, 
R. Bell, Kenelm Kerr, Sir Nigel 
Gresley, Lt.-Colonel H. H. Maul- 
din, Messrs. G. Sutherland, 
R. J. M. Inglis, A. P. Ross, 
H. W.. H.. Richards, R. ©.. jf. 
Dallmeyer, W. H. Hanscombe 
(Chief Assistant Solicitor) and 
the following Assistant Solici- 
tors: Messrs. N. G. Flawn, F. C. 
Scott, Eric Coleby, C. H. M. 
Nixson, H. Mayo, C. R. Hodg- 
son, A. S. Dolden, E. P. Merritt, 
Ronald Kerr, and E. A, Booth- 
royd. 


were : 


We regret to record the death 
in Ottawa, early this month, of 
the Hon. Hugh Guthrie. Born 
at Guelph in 1866, Mr. Guthrie 
practised law in his native town 
until he entered the Canadian 
House of Commons in 1900. In 
1907 he became Chairman of the 
Railway Committee, and in 
1917 was made Solicitor-General 
to the Canadian Government. 
Mr. Guthrie became Minister of 
Militia and Defence from 1920- 
1921. In 1930 he was Minister 
of Justice and Attorney-General 
in the Cabinet of Mr. Bennett. 
Mr. Guthrie was appointed 
Chairman of the Canadian Board 
of Railway Commissioners in 
1935, which position he held 
until his death, 


Mr. Robert Holland-Martin, 

.B., the Chairman of the 
Southern Railway, has accepted 
the presidency of the Railway 

Convalescent Homes for 1940. 


Mr. W. A. Soden, Stationmaster. at 
Carlisle Citadel station, L.M.S.R., for 
the past seven years, has retired after 
45 years of railway service. 

We regret to record the death, in 
Washington, on November 16, of Mr. 
Justice Butler, who was an Associate 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States of America. Mr. Butler 
was from 1899 to 1905 General Attorney 
for the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & 
Omaha Railway, which later became 
merged in the Chicago & North-Western 
Railway. He was on a commission which 
made a Federal valuation of the Ameri- 
can railways from 1913 to 1918, after 
some years of general practice. Mr, 
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Butler acted as Counsel several times in 
the negotiations made by the Canadian 
Government after the last war in taking 
over various railway systems. He was 
counsel for the shareholders in the case 
of the Canadian Northern Railway, and 
represented the Dominion Government 
in the arbitration case under the Grand 
Trunk Railway Acquisition Act. He 
also acted for the company in the 
arbitration over the Toronto street rail- 
ways, which were under the same 
management as the Canadian Northern 
Railway 


Valentine has been 
appointed Commercial Officer of the 
London Transport 3oard. 
Mr. Valentine was educated at Highgate 
School and Worcester College, Oxford. 


Mr. A. B. B 


Passenger 


[Berircm Park 


Mr. A. B. B. Valentine 
Appointed Commercial Officer, 
London Passenger Transport Board 


Underground group of 
companies in 1928, after he had been 
for six years Deputy Editor of the 
publicity and publishing department of 
the British Commercial Gas Association. 


He joined the 


He was soon made a personal assistant 
to Mr. Frank Pick, then Managing 
Director of the Underground group, 
and continued in that position when 


Mr. Pick became Vice-Chairman of the 
London Passenger Transport 3oard 
in 1933. In 1936, Mr. Valentine was 
appointed Fares Officer, and in that 


was immediately responsible 
recent extensive revision of 
London Transport fares His chief 
responsibilities as Commercial Officer 
are the establishment of all fares, rates, 
and charges ; the negotiation of matters 
relating to fares with other under- 
takings; all special arrangements for 
the carriage of passengers, including 
concessional facilities of every kind, 
the private hire of road vehicles, and 
road excursions and tours; the forms 
and systems of tickets and the railway 
ticket supplies; and the lost property 


capacity 
for the 


and public enquiry organisations. He 
is also responsible for the review of all 
measures for the co-ordination and deve- 
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lopment of the rail and road services 
of the board, in conjunction with the 
Operating Departments, and of all 
macters arising therefrom affecting the 
board’s relations with the main-line 
railways. 

To commemorate his successful year 
of office as Master of the Cutlers Com- 
pany of Hallamshire, the directors and 
staff of Thos. Firth & John Brown 
Limited have presented Mr. A. J. Grant, 
the Managing Director of the company, 
with his portrait in oils, painted by 
Captain Oswald Birley, of London. The 
presentation would normally have been 


















Presentation oil painting of 
Mr. A. J. Grant. Managing Director 


of Thos. Firth & John Brown Ltd. 


made at a meeting of the subscribers by 
Mr. John Smith, Chairman of the Staff 
Society, but owing to the outbreak of 
war, this ceremony could not be held, 
and the portrait was given to Mr. Grant 
with the congratulations and _ good 
wishes of his co-directors, the members 
of the Staff Society and the agents and 
representatives of the company from all 
parts of the world. 


We regret to announce the death on 
November 17, of Mr. Charles John 
Brown, C.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., who retired 
from the position of Engineer, Southern 
Area, L.N.E.R., early in 1937. Mr. 
Brown entered the Engineer’s Depart- 
ment of the North British Railway as a 
pupil in 1889. After varied experience 
and rapid promotion, he became Chief 
Engineer of that railway in 1909. In 
1911 he was appointed Chief Engineer 
of the Great Northern Railway. After 
the amalgamation of 1923, Mr. Brown 
took charge also of the Engineer’s 
Department of the former Great Central 
Railway, and in 1925 of the former 
Great Eastern, thus becoming respon- 
sible for the whole of the Southern Area 
of the L.N.E.R. He retired in 1937 upon 
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reaching the age limit. Mr. Bro, as 
a Lt.-Colonel in the Engineer an i]- 
way Staff Corps of the Territorial] Vv 
but resigned his commission he 


retired from railway service. 
Mr. brown was cremiated on \ 


ber 21, and on the same day a me il 
service was held at St. Col S 
Church, Pont Street. Among se 
present were: Sir Nigel Gresley V. 
Bulleid, G. Ellson, C. Gribble, 
Grinling, H. Hall, W. H. Hans 
R. J. M. Inglis, C. J. Miller, 


Murgatroyd, V. A. M. Robertson, > 
Ross, C. |]. Selway, H. E. Str 
A. E. Tattersall, and A. M. Walt 


Mr. H. P. Aggleton who, as anno | 
in our issue of November 10, has n 
District Goods Manag 


appointed 





Mr. H. P. Aggleton 


Appointed District Goods Manager, 


Warrington, L.M.S.R. 
the L.M.S.R. at Warrington, succeeds 
Mr. F. B. Thornhill, who retired at the 


end of October, owing to ill-health. Mr 
Agegleton began his railway career with 
the London & North Western Railway in 
1905, receiving his early training in the 


passenger and goods departments at 
Watford, Willesden, and London. In 


1911 he was appointed Junior Assistant 
to the Goods Manager at Northampton, 
and to a similar position in Liverpool in 
the next vear. Mr. Aggleton enlisted in 
the 3rd County of London Yeomary in 
1905, and during the great war served 
with this regiment and the Royal 
Engineers in France and North Russia. 
On demobilisation, in 1919, he was 
granted the rank of Major. He 
mentioned in dispatches, and awarded 
the Order of St. Stanislaus with Ribbon 


was 


and Swords. After the war Mr. 
Aggleton was appointed Goods Agent at 
Northampton, and in 1922 Goods 


Agent at Coventry. Since then he has 
held the posts of Commercial Assistant 
to the District Goods Manager, Birming- 
ham district: Head of Section in the 
office of the Chief Commercial Manager 
at Euston: and Assistant District Goods 
Manager, Manchester. 
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End of summer time—Earlier business trains—Free passes for leave—Cheap 
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visits to evacuees—Canteens for Servicemen—European air transport German 


wartime services—The war and Argentina 


mer time, although advocated more than 30 years ago, 
W troduced as a wartime measure in 1916, and now it is 
a r great war that has resulted in the extension of the 
nt | well into November. The idea of summer time was 
pu rward by the late Mr. William Willett, a Chislehurst 
| about 1907, and unsuccessfully brought before the 
Bi h Parliament both in the next year and in 1909. Asa 

neasure, Germany and Austria introduced this idea of 
advancing legal time by one hour in the summer months on 
\I 1, 1916, mainly to save artificial light. The Netherlands 
fi ed on May 3, Denmark on May 15, Great Britain and 
Norway on May 21, Italy on May 27, and France on June 15. 


G inv abandoned the arrangement in 1919, and many other 
( tries, after trial periods, have since followed suit, including 
\ustria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Italy, Norway, and Spain. 
G t Britain, Belgium, and France remain the chief adherents 
{ the arrangement, and they, unfortunately, have often 
dittered by a week or two in the period of currency. This 
year summer time in Great Britain was due to remain in force 


October 8, but, in view of war conditions, its life was 
thened by six weeks, and normal Greenwich mean time 
resumed only on Sunday last, November 19. France, Eire, 
and Belgium made the change-back on the same day. 


Earlier Homeward Trains and More Light 
With the reversion to normal time, and consequent 
earlier blackout hours, many London businesses have altered 
their office hours. In order to cater for business people who 
returning home to the suburbs earlier than hitherto, 


various alterations and additions were made on Monday 
la November 20) to London residential services. For 
example, the L.M.S.R. has introduced earlier homebounc 
trains from Euston, St. Pancras, Broad Street, and Fen- 

irch Street. This tendency also explains in part the 95 


more Southern Railway trains introduced on the same day, 
for 29 of them are extra trains leaving London stations 


between 3 and 5 p.m. They also include more late trains 
from London for newspaper and other workers, and addi- 
tional services between London and South Coast towns. The 
following table of business trains booked to arrive at the 
London terminals of the Southern Railway between 7 and 


10 a.m. is of interest as showing how well that company, 


despite present difficulties, caters for business travellers :- 
. From From From 

Normal Sent. 18 Oct. 16 Nov. 20 
Waterloo sic ve ~~ ae 139 131 132 
Victoria (Central) id = 86 Sl 67 68 
London Bridge (Central). .... 114 109 102 111 
Charing Cross ... aa ce 58 56 56 56 
Cannon Street ... be aa 66 65 60 60 
Victoria (Eastern) ; -_ 14 14 14 14 
Holborn Viaduct ode ba 43 37 30 30 
Blackfriars Aas on ons 19 17 14 14 
lotal ... pia ae ao 6 518 474 485 
Percentage to normal 100 94.5 86.5 88.5 


Many more Southern Railway steam and electric trains 
ire being equipped with the new white “‘ reading ’’ lighting. 
By the end of this week 128 trains with more than 750 


coaches will have been so fitted. The equipment of other 
trains with white lighting up to the full limit allowed by 
Government authorities will continue unabated. it Ws 


expected that all Southern Railway trains coming under this 
category will be completed in time for Christmas traffic. 
The L.M.S.R. has brought into use more main-line trains 


Previous articles in this series have been ‘‘ Transport Services 


and the Crisis,” Sept. 1, p. 334; and ‘‘ Transport Services and 


the War,” Sept. 8, p. 358; 15, p. 382; 22, p. 410; 29, p. 
442; Oct. 6, p. 467; 13, p. 405; 2, p. 525; 27, p. 357; 
Nov. 3, p. 589; 10, p. 617; and 17, p. 649 


with the improved lighting, chiefly on Anglo-Scottish trains 
from Euston and St. Pancras, and on various Scottish ser- 
vices. The first lighted L.M.S.R. suburban train, converted 
under the arrangements we announced last week, left Euston 
on Wednesday evening, November 22. 

Four more L.N.E.R. main-line trains had normal white 
lighting restored in the compartments on November 20; 
these are the 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. trains in each direction 
between Marylebone and Manchester. Twenty complete 
L.N.E.R. main-line trains now possess this lighting, which 
is achieved by the provision of special rubber blinds over 
compartment windows having blackened edges, shutters for 
the corridor windows, and a master lighting switch con- 
trolled from the guard’s van. An attendant travels with 
every train to ensure that the lighting restrictions are 
observed. Altogether 427 L.N.E.R. main-line coaches are 
being equipped, involving the provision of 3,600 corridor 
shutters, nearly 2,800 rubber blinds, and over 8,000 white 
lamps. 

Complaints from two readers were published in The Times 
on Friday last about totally unlighted trains on the Metro- 
politan and the District Lines. The difficulty with the low 
wattage lamps seems to be that they fail on account of 
sudden drops in voltage on the traction -circuit and do not 
“pick up ’’ again immediately. London Transport engineers 
are studying this difficulty. 

Numbers of shunting tank locomotives now have their 
buffer beams painted white so as to assist yard staff in the 
hours of blackout. 


Forthcoming Train Service Alterations 

In a letter to The Manchester Guardian, Mr. Ashton 
Davies, Vice-President of the L.M.S.R., announced the inten- 
tion to introduce further train service improvements on 
January 1 in addition to those which are to come into force 
on December 4. He pointed out that improvements in the 
passenger train services are by no means confined to London, 
and added that the L.M.S.R. has been reviewing, and 
intends to improve very shortly, the train services in all 
the industrial areas of the country. 

S.R. Emergency Road Service 

In common with many other large undertakings, the 
exigencies of the present situation have made it necessary 
for the Southern Railway Company’s headquarters staff 
to be decentralised, and the work normally concentrated at 
Waterloo, London Bridge, Victoria, &c., is now spread over 
a number of smaller headquarters in Surrey, Kent, Sussex, 
Hampshire, Devon, and Cornwall. To cover all eventualities 
a special service of road communications has therefore been 
installed at headquarters to supplement the usual rail and 
telephone services. The organisation, which is known as the 
Emergency Road Communications, was planned in peace 
time and began work on September 2, the day before war 
was declared. The despatch riders and car drivers are covering 
an average of 10,000 car and cycle miles a week, and delivering 
an average of 2,500 despatches daily ; some of these despatch 
riders were shown in our illustration last week, page 646. 
The headquarters of this organisation is ‘‘ somewhere in 
Surrey.’ The organisation answers a dual purpose. It 
provides a rapid despatch service between G.H.Q. and the 
various subsidiary headquarters, and is particularly service- 
able in the case of the many cross-country journeys involved. 
In the event of rail or telephone communications being 
dislocated, the Road Communications organistion would 
provide a fully-trained team of despatch riders to maintain 
contact with all the scattered offices. An interesting feature 
of the organisation is that all the riders and drivers are volun- 
teers drawn from many departments of the Southern Railway ; 
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clerks, billposters, and other grades all share in this important 
work The mechanised strength of the Emergency Road 
Communications at headquarters totals fourteen cars, all 
loaned to the Southern Railway by members of the staff 
possessing what has been described as a “ fully-developed 
sense of public duty,’’ and sixteen motorcycles, with one 
motor van for use in carrying heavy despatches, or as a 
breakdown unit. 
Free Passes for Leave 

In reply to Questions in the House of Commons on 
November 14, Mr. Leslie Hore-Belisha, Secretary of State 
for War, he was glad to be able to announce that 
troops at home will be free railway warrants for 
travelling on leave twice a year, including embarkation leave. 

[Ihe Government has decided that evacuated civil servants 
are to be allowed two free railway passes every year for the 
purpose of visiting their families. In addition, two railway 
ordinary single fare for the double journey will 
be allowed. Arrangements are to be made for one of the 
two free used at Christmas to enable civil ser- 
vants to spend the holiday with their families. 


said 
given 


warrants at 


passes to be 


Cheap Fare Visits to Reception Areas 

Sunday excursions trains for which cheap day return fares 
may be obtained by those wishing to visit children and 
others evacuated under the Government scheme will begin 
running on Sunday, December 3, from various stations in 
the London area, in accordance with arrangements 
announced by the Minister of Transport in the House of 
Commons on November 15. Special cheap fares will be 
available on trains running to other towns in the reception 
areas on December 10 and 17. Because of heavy traffic, par- 
ticularly the conveyance of troops home for Christmas leave, 


these reduced-fare services will not be run on December 24 
and 31, but will be resumed in the New Year. Tickets at 
the special cheap rates will be issued only at the railway 
booking offices of the stations from which the trains will 


run, and on presentation of a voucher (of course, with the 
appropriate fare). The London County Council, the Town 
Councils of Acton, Barking, Brentford and Chiswick, Dagen- 
ham, Ealing, East Ham, Edmonton, Gravesend, Hornsey, 
Ilford, Leyton, Tottenham, Walthamstow, West Ham, and 
Willesden, and the District Councils of Northfleet and Thur- 
rock have agreed to undertake the work of issuing vouchers. 


In the County of London, L.C.C. schools will be used as 
voucher issuing centres; the London teachers have volun- 
teered to interview applicants, issue the necessary vouchers, 
and give advice. For the trains running on December 3 


must be obtained on or before Saturday, Novem 
ber 25, and in respect of subsequent excursions at least eight 
before that of departure. 


vouchers 


days 


Closed Lines 
A correspondent has called our attention to the fact that 


the L.M.S.R. emergency timetable provides no passenger 


trains whatever between Trent and Long Eaton, which is 
remarkable for what is still officially a main line.’’ The 
expresses to Sheffield travel cither via Trent north curve, 
Derby, and Clay Cross; via Melton, Nottingham, Trent, 
Derby, and Clay Cross; or via Nottingham, Radford, and 
frowell. The only trains. serving Long Eaton, St ipleford & 
Sandiacre, and Stanton Gate are those from Nottingham to 
Chesterfield and back, with the result that the section from 


rrent station north to North Erewash junction has no pas 
trains booked over 1, though there are, of course, 
various through specials and reliefs from day to dav. There 
are also no passenger trains between Masboro south junction 
junction, except on Sundays, 


senger 


and Masboro station south 
when a local from Chesterfield to Sheffield via Staveley works 
into Masboro station and out to the 
North all run via Sheffield. 

Owing to the decline in passenger traffic on the line, the 
L.N.E.R. has decided, from Monday, December 4. to with 


draw the service between Spennymoor and Bishop Auckland. 


again; the expresses 
: 


Byers Green and Coundon stations are to be closed for 
passengers, but a service will be run between Spennymoor 
and Ferryhill. So far, in the North Eastern Area of the 


L.N.E.R. the only instance where all passenger trains have 
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been withdrawn since war broke out is on the short r to 
Seaham Harbour off the Sunderland to West Ha ool 
coast line; passengers use Seaham station which is ttle 
over a quarter of a mile from Seaham Harbour. Ni h 
lines have been closed to passenger traffic in the L R, 
Scottish Area as the result of the war. We are ind: to 


Mr. George Dow, Information Agent, L.N.E.R., for ng 
us know that the motorboat services between Harw id 
Felixstowe and between Harwich and _  Shotle re 
erroneously shown as suspended in the company’s Oi 9 


timetable; they have not been interrupted by the w: 


Transport of 25,000 Militiamen 
On Wednesday of last week (November 15) the | sh 
railways carried some 25,000 militiamen reporting for 


the last of those registered in June. The men mad ir 
way to their depots from all parts of the country indivi \ 
and not in units. It is impossible to provide for such tia 
rail transport in advance of the arrival of the men at st 1S 
but the railways made arrangements to run special tiains 
where necessary, to divide trains, and to put addi il 
coaches on others. All the men were provided by thei: al 
labour exchanges with warrants which could be exchan it 


their local stations for railway tickets. The bulk of th n 
travelled from the London termini in the afternoon he 
previous batch of militia to be called up totalled 40,000 1, 
and the railways then ran five specials for them out o 
London terminus alone. While the railways knew broaiily 
the number of men destined for each depot, they did not know 
at what time the men would want to travel or from which 
part of the country they would be coming. It was ther 
possible to arrange specials only when large enough number 
of men had assembled for a regular train. 


J 


Canteens for Servicemen 


In London three of the main-line termini have already had 
canteens open for some weeks, namely, those at Waterloo and 
Euston (opened in September) and Liverpool Street (opened 
in October) which are organised and staffed by the Y.M.C.A 
Those at Waterloo and Liverpool Street afford a day and 


night service, but the one at Euston at present is open only 
by day, although it will remain open throughout the 24 hours 
if the necessity arises. There is a second canteen at Euston, 
namely, one called St. Peter’s Kitchen, on platform 4, which 
has been provided and equipped by Lady Beresford-Whyte, 
widow of Rear-Admiral Sir Charles Beresford-Whyte, and 
was opened towards the end of October. The Y.M.C.A. is 
providing a canteen at Victoria in the Brighton section of the 
station, and will also be responsible for one at Charing Cross ; 
both are to be opened this month. London Bridge is to have 
a canteen, but it has not yet been decided whether the 
Y.M.C.A. or the Salvation Army will run it. Another St 
Peter’s Kitchen is at work on St. Pancras station, where it 
was opened as a free Servicemen’s canteen on November 7 
The Church Army is examining the needs of Servicemen at 
Paddington station with the object of erecting a canteen there 
if sufficient demand is indicated. 

The canteen for Servicemen which has been arranged at 
Waverley station, Edinburgh, by the Y.M.C.A., was opened 
by Lady Elphinstone at the Armistice hour of 11 a.m. on 
November 11. Mr. George Mills, Divisional General Manager 
(Scotland), L.N.E.R., in handing over the canteen on behalf 
of the railway, said that the railway companies were very 
pleased indeed at a time of national emergency to be per 
mitted to assist in such endeavours. They moved large masses 
of material and large numbers of men. The material could 
look after itself, but the men required sympathetic con 
sideration. He had the greatest pleasure in handing 


over the premises to the Y.M.C.A., in the full knowledge 
that all who partook of its comforts would receive a 
ready welcome. At Cardiff, Doncaster, and Harrogate 
stations, the Y.M.C.A. is building huts which will be shortly 
in operation. At Bristol, Glasgow (Central), and Leeds 


(City) stations, work will be started at an early date. Y.M.C.A. 
service to troops in railway transit comprises not only canteen 
comforts but, at certain junctions where there may be long 
waits for train connections, some sleeping amenities. Thus, 
in the old parcels office at Leeds City station, a dormitory will 
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b ished for soldiers. Also, Y.M.C.A. workers at some 
entres meet soldiers arriving, and find them beds 
; the Y.M.C.A. town centre or as guests in private 
| This provision is especially useful at centres such as 
Br vhere many men arrive from the camps on Salisbury 
P r 48 hours’ leave and need a night’s accommodation. 
( f the most famous free buffets for soldiers and sailors 
iI st war—at Preston station—is to be revived. This 
ha allotted to the Women’s Volunteer Services, and 
Pri vomen will staff it 24 hours a day and find the money 
ti it going. In the great war 3} million members of the 
| isited the buffet, which costs more than £100 a week, 
al ry penny was raised voluntarily. It was staffed 
tl iout four years by 700 women. Another canteen on 
t] \I.S.R. for which the application has been granted by 
th vay authorities is one at New Street station, Birming- 
} rhis is in the hands of the Church Army. 
nteen has been erected at York station for the benefit 
of vicemen and members of the A.T.S., and this was 
for vy opened on November 1 by Dr. Temple, the Arch- 
b of York, acting as President of the York Council for 
\ 1e Service; a photograph of the ceremony was repro- 
duced at page 648 of last week’s issue. The canteen is a well- 
equipped and commodious structure, painted to harmonise 
wit he colour scheme of the station. It was erected in four 
d by the railway company, and Mr. C. M. Jenkin Jones, 
D mal General Manager, North Eastern Area, L.N.E.R., 
"\ resent at the inaugural ceremony. Actually it had 
Y brought into use informally on Saturday, October 28, 
S at Major-General E. C. Gepp was able to mention at 
the formal ceremony that the numbers of Servicemen who 
had already availed themselves of the facilities provided 
evidence of the great need for this canteen. It is being 
affed by the Women’s Voluntary Services for Yorkshire. 
[he Archbishop of York especially thanked the L.N.E.R. for 





its part in the work, and Mr. Jenkin Jones, in response, said 
that in the last war a canteen was not opened until the conflict 
had gone on for 16 months, but he was pleased that this time 
it had been possible to provide a canteen at York in the early 


stages of the war. 

lhe first of the free buffets for soldiers and sailors to be set 
up during the war of 1914-19 at any railway terminus in 
London—as distinct from earlier efforts at Perth and Banbury 

as the one opened at Euston, L.N.W.R., on February 4, 
1915 Che inspiration came from the Gare du Nord, Paris, 
vhere an excellent buffet, capable of providing dinners for 
fifty guests at one time and of affording sleeping accommoda- 
tion for forty, had been opened for the benefit of British and 
Belgian soldiers, by whom the advantages were greatly 
appreciated. Lord Esher, the Chairman of the Territorial 
Force, asked why a similar buffet could not be organised at 
ne of the great London termini, and communications were 
opened with the London & North Western Railway Company, 
which gladly placed a room in Euston station at the disposal 
of a group of lady workers. The buffet remained open until 
jJulv 9, 1919, by which time the number of free meals which 
had been served in it (thanks to the support of a generous 
public) was no fewer than 6,000,000. The number of men 
received and entertained in the buffet during 1918 alone was 
1.029.000. 


Ulster Permits 
lhe period during which Ulster women and children may 
travel from Great Britain to Ulster without a permit has been 
extended by the Passport & Permit Office, London, to Janu- 
ary 1, 1940. The usual exit permit is, however, required by 


} 


Ulster women and children travelling from Ulster to Great 
Britain, and this may be obtained on application to any police 
barracks in Northern Ireland. 


Blackout in Eire 


lhe Great Southern Railways Company has sent instruc- 
tions to stations embodying the provisions of the Statutory 
Rules & Orders of the Emergency, Powers (Control of Lights 
Order) 1939, which dealt with the general instructions in 
scheduled areas regarding lighting restrictions, and the 
company had in readiness instructions to the staff respecting 
the movement of trains, and general air raid precautions in 
regard to passengers and staff. The Great Northern (Ireland) 
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and other railways had already issued instructions to the staff 
on these matters, but the precautions in Northern Ireland were 
more stringent than south of the border. However, on 
November 8, in the Dail (Parliament) it was announced by 
the Minister for Co-ordination of Defence, that the lighting 
restrictions which were to have come into operation in Eire 
on November 18 would be postponed except in regard to 
public lighting. Meanwhile, signal boxes have been shrouded 
in blinds, or lights from the windows reduced by other means, 
and the power of the inside lighting curtailed. The lighting 
of stations and shunting yards has also been reduced. The 
Order would appear to indicate that the Government considers 
the possibility of air raids as remote, but considerable expense 
has been incurred. 
European Air Transport 

Since we last reviewed the general position of regular air 

transport in Europe under war conditions (see our issue of 
November 3, page 591), the main changes have been rather 
in the strengthening of existing services than in the inaugura- 
tion (or resumption) of new routes. Thus, when the K.L.M. 
service between England and Amsterdam was resumed, on 
October 11, it was necessary to stop the night in Holland before 
continuing to Scandinavia. There are now two K.L.M. 
services daily between England and Amsterdam, and with 
the introduction of the second one, on November 10, through 
connections the same day to Denmark and Sweden became 
possible. The first Danish air liner to reach England since 
the outbreak of war opened a Copenhagen-Shoreham service 
on November 13. The winter timetable of the Deutsche Luft 
Hansa came into force on November 1. The Berlin-Copen- 
hagen and Berlin-Vienna-Budapest services were increased 
to two a day, and mail and freight are now carried on all lines. 
imperial Airways is now operating a special newspaper service 
to Paris, and about 30,000 copies of British newspapers are 
carried daily. Air France is establishing an air link between 
Paris and Lisbon in connection with the Pan-American 
Transatlantic service, and a direct link between England and 
Lisbon is in prospect. There are now proposals for a direct 
Moscow-Berlin air line ; one was worked by Deruluft between 
Moscow and Ko6nigsberg from May 1, 1922, and extended to 
3erlin in 1926. This service was abandoned in May, 1937, 
when the Soviet authorities withdrew the licence on political 
grounds, and the changed political front is doubtless respon- 
sible for the present scheme. A Russian air base has been 
established near Vilna, but this is believed to be for military 
planes only. 

It is now permissible to give a little more detail about the 
terminal points of air lines to Great Britain, as statements 
on the subject have been made in the House of Commons. 
In order to facilitate the approach of civil aircraft, the Air 
Ministry established a number of “ corridors” to the five 
airports (Shoreham, Belfast, Bristol, Liverpool, and Perth), 
and two flying boat bases (Poole and Pembroke Dock) selected 
on September 1 as the only points of arrival of civil aircraft 
from abroad. Liverpool (Speke) airport, for example, has 
an approach corridor four miles wide, extending to the limit 
of territorial waters in the Irish Channel. The Empire 
flying boat services are based on Hythe, and the landplane 
service to Egypt and Calcutta (twice weekly since October 30) 
on Heston. In addition, Heston is used by both the British 
and French services to Paris (Le Bourget), but other air lines 
from the Continent, such as from Brussels (S.A.B.E.N.A.), and 
from Amsterdam (K.L.M.), use Shoreham. The British once- 
weekly service from Scotland to Stavanger, Stockholm, and 
Helsinki, terminates at Perth; this line was begun by British 
Airways on August 28 from Heston, and with the second flight 
(September 4) was transferred to Perth. The proposed similar 
route to be worked jointly by Swedish and Norwegian com- 
panies is to use Aberdeen. The service from Dublin to 
England, begun by Aer Lingus Teoranta on October 23, 
terminates at Liverpool (Speke); in the first three weeks 
363 passengers were carried, and on November 20 further 
journeys were introduced. The Channel Islands services of 
Jersey Airways Limited, resumed on October 24, use Shore- 
ham. There have been thrice-weekly mail facilities on the 
latter route since November 8. An air service between Liver- 
pool and the Isle of Man was begun on November 20 by 
the Isle of Man Air Services Limited; and an air ferry 
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between Cardiff and Weston-super-Mare is due to start on 
November 25. 

Neutral air transport companies operating services to Great 
Britain obscure the windows of all their aircraft, and have 
painted their machines in a distinctive orange livery. The 
proposal to paint neutral aircraft orange originally came 
from Holland. The national Dutch colours are red, white, and 
blue, and it was felt that there was a danger of Dutch aircraft 
being mistaken for British or French. The Dutch request 
was made to the British Air Ministry on October 20 through 
the representative of the Royal Dutch Air Lines (K.L.M.) in 
the United Kingdom. It was carefully considered, and on 
October 29 the Dutch representative was informed that there 
would be no objection, provided three days’ prior notice was 
given of the change. Germany and France also consented 
to the Dutch request. Some time ago the British Air Ministry 
announced that approval had been given for the neutral civil 
aircraft which are shortly to fly between Scotland, Sweden, 


and Norway, and Finland, also to be painted orange to dis- 


tinguish them from military aircraft. The service is to be 
operated by the Swedish company A.B. Aerotransport, and 
the Norwegian company, Det Norske Luftfartselskap. Despite 
announcements in many papers that this service was 
inaugurated on November 8, it in fact was not until 


Nove 

\ further stage in the formation ot the British 
\irways Corporation, the Government-sponsored merger of 
[Imperial Airways and British Airways, reached on 
November 17, when an Order in Council was signed, reducing 
the membership of the proposed board of directors to three. 
The Act concerning the new corporation, which was passed 
on August 4 last, minimum of 9 and a maximum 


of 16 


mber 22. 


Overseas 


Was 


spec ified a 


Wartime Services in Germany 
In Germany, as in other belligerent countries, restaurant 
and sleeping cars were withdrawn in the first weeks of the 
Until the 


war, but from September 17 both were restored. 

beginning of October the fastest trains run in Germany were 
in the ‘“‘ D’”’ category, but on October 4 the afternoon ‘‘ FD ”’ 
service was reinstated from Berlin to Cologne, and the corre- 


sponding morning service from Cologne to Berlin, taking 
6 hr. 40 min. and 6 hr. 43 min. respectively, instead of 6 hr. 
48 min. and 6 hr. 52 min. for the 365-1 miles. These timings 


speeds of just over 60 m.p.h. 
between Berlin and Hanover. y” have also 
been restored between Berlin and Frankfort- but 
so far as is known, none of the high-speed diesel units is at 
for this although speeds between stops ot 
m.p.h. are the “ D” 
trains, which are running more or schedules, 
the fastest overall times are considerably than 
normally given by the ‘“ FDt diesel services Jetween 
Berlin and Hamburg, for example, the best time is 
3 hr. 9 min. for the 178-1 miles, and three day trains in each 
direction are provided, averaging 34 hr., as compared with the 
service, which has three Dt trains each way 
averaging 2 hr. 19 min., a non-stop ‘‘ FD”’ steam service in 
2 hr. 27 min. eastbound and 2 hr. 29 min. westbound, and six 
‘1D ”’ class semi-fast trains in each direction. Between Berlin 
and Munich there are six day restaurant car trains, three each 
way, one all-sleeping-car night service and one ordinary night 


involve start-to-stop average 
expresses 
n-Main, 


work, and reason 


over 50 various of 
normal 


sk wer 


maintained by 
less to 


those 


normal 


service in each direction, with a best time of 9 hr. 12 min. 
and an average time of 9 hr. 47 min.; normally the best time 
is 6 hr. 44 min. by “ FDt diesel service, and 7 hr. 57 min 
by “FD” steam train. Sleeping car services are being 
run between Berlin and Munich, Frankfort, Cologne, Stutt- 
gart, and Vienna, and across country between Altona (Ham- 


burg) and Wiirzburg, Munich and Cologne, and Munich and 
Vienna. Cross-country day are running between 
Altona and Passau, Munich and Cologne, Munich and Villach 
in Carinthia, Dresden and Wesermiinde, Dresden and Cologne, 
Leipzig and Cologne, Leipzig and Miine hen-Gladbach, Altona 
and Frankfort, and others, all with restaurant car facilities. 
lo and from other countries a sleeping car service is main- 
tained between Berlin and Stockholm by the Sassnitz-Tralle- 
borg ferry, but passengers have to change into Swedish cars 
at Sassnitz. Similarly connections are maintained with 
Holland, but passengers must change at Bentheim, and with 
Switzerland with changes at Basle, Lake of Constance ports, 


SeCTVICeS 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


or Feldkirch (Arlberg line), according to route. 
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Three t 
services each way daily are announced between Mun 
Bolzano, Italy, by the Brenner route. On Novemb«s 3a 
through sleeping car service was_ re-established htly 
between Berlin and Brussels. This information in ré to 
German rail services has reached us by way of Switz 
it is understood that the services are not guarar.teed 


Transit Traffic through Poland 

On Wednesday of last week (Novemper 15) Gert ( 
Soviet delegates met Roumanian railway and customs ils 
on Roumanian territory to discuss through transit pri S 
The principal items for consideration were (a) re-op« to 
railway traffic the frontier at Grigorivoda, between S$ 
in Soviet-occupied Poland, and Oraseni, in Roumani d 
(b) arranging for exports of Roumanian goods to G 
via the Cernauti Sniatyn Lemberg Krakow 1 
Apparently agreement was reached, and the first t! oh 


> 


passenger train on this route is stated to have left Buc! st 


on the evening of November 16, and to have cross¢ e 
frontier the next day; carriages are sealed while c1 g 
Russian-occupied Poland. It is believed in Bucharest it 


Germany will lease part of the Soviet-occupied Polish railways 
to facilitate trade with Roumania. The _ railways 
Roumania into Germany via Hungary are understood be 
overburdened with German imports. Roumania is at pt it 
unwilling to send petrol lorries out of her own country, a it 
is believed that the Germans have now made propos 
collect crude oil in their own lorries. As the Danube wil 
cease to be navigable to oil tankers for several month y 
need for Germany to find other means of transport is ul 
Swiss and Italian Train Services 
The official timetables dated October 8 
the train service maintained in that country is 
short of normal over the main routes connecting the prin 
centres of population and industry. There has_ bee O 
interruption or deceleration of the high-speed limited trains 
between Geneva, Lausanne, Berne, and Zurich, twice dai I 
each direction, and even with the ordinary services such fast 
timings are now being operated as 41 min. over the 37-41 
between Geneva and Lausanne. The light high-speed ser es 
are also running between Basle and Geneva once daily in each 
direction, v7a Biel, Neuchatel, and Lausanne. Amongaccelerated 
services are three between both Basle and Zurich and Milan 
by the Gotthard route, at 6.45 a.m. southbound, and 5.50 


show it 


Swiss 
very tle 


and 5.10 p.m. northbound ; these are considerably faster t 
anything previously operated over this route, the times 
ranging from 6 hr. 10 min. to 6 hr. 41 min. for the 230 miles 


For the present, however, the introduction of all but the 
5.50 a.m. northbound train (the fastest) has been postponed 
this was planned to convey through Mitropa cars for the 
Rheingold Express, but the latter is, of course, suspended 

From October 27, Basle station was reopened for traffi 
towards France, but exclusively for goods in transit t 
from Luxembourg, Belgium, or Holland. The Swiss Feder 
Railways announced on November 1 that, according t 
notification from the Reichsbahn, goods and livestock traft 
s again accepted for transit to and from Lithuania, Lat) 
and Esthonia, the Schneidemithl—Firchau—Dirschau 
Marienburg route. An agreement providing facilities for the 
conveyance through Italy of persons and goods bound for ot 
proceeding from Switzerland was signed at Berne on Nove! 
ber 4 by Signor Giannini, on behalf of Italy, and M. Hotz 
on behalf of Switzerland. 

In Italy the electrification of the Chiasso—Milan line has 
resulted in accelerations averaging 15 min. by the express 
trains. In Italy generally the train services are being well 
maintained, including the high-speed electric trains; there 
are still two 6-hr. services daily in each direction over the 
392-8 miles between Milan and Rome, and one in 6} hr., and 
two each way between Rome and Naples, one each way 
between Turin, Genoa, and Rome, as well as numerous other 


vlad 


mile-a-minute schedules between Milan and Bologna and 
Rome and Naples. Although Italian speeds are thus 
unchanged, there has been some curtailment of the long- 
distance services. Among through services affecting Italy 


which are still in operation the most important is the Simplon- 
Orient Express; through sleeping cars are also being run 
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bet n Schaffhausen (Switzerland), Rome, and Naples; and 
tl h carriages between Berne and Venice; Lausanne, 
| and Belgrade, Bucharest, and Istanbul; Geneva and 
S mo: and Paris, Lausanne, and Brindisi. 


Swiss Tourist Lines 
iy Swiss funicular and mountain railways are now 
to pay the interest on their capital, according to an 


| nge Telegraph message from Zurich. With no tourists 
itzerland their traffic receipts have dropped to nil. 
I Jungfrau Mountain Railway has asked for a moratorium 


the appointment of a receiver, as it can no longer meet 
bligations. 
Eastern European Frontiers 
brief note issued by the Official German News Agency 
November 12 announced that the town and district of 
(which Germans are now beginning to write Lodsch) 
been included in the Warthe Gau, and consequently in 
Reich. This carries the German eastern frontier another 


5) miles into purely Polish territory. 
ie frontier between Slovakia and the Protectorate of 
Rohemia and Moravia has been closed, according to a 


itch of Monday last, November 20, to the Havas Agency 
1 the Austrian frontier quoting news from private sources 
Bohemia and Moravia. Traffic is stated to have been for- 
len between Slovakia and the Protectorate, and only 
ns provided with a pass are allowed to cross the frontier. 
llers from Slovakia going to Prague are obliged to go 
ugh Vienna On the Czech-Slovak frontier, the Czech 
itier guards have been replaced by Germans. 
Pessimistic views about the future of Russo-German trade 
expressed in a lecture at Cologne last week by Colonel 
Ritter von Niedermayer. He referred to the out-of-date con- 
n of the Russian roads and railways and laid particular 
ess on the difficulty of obtaining supplies from the Russian 
wells at Baku owing to the bad communications. 
Travel Facilities in France 
l‘acilities for travel in France, which were greatly restricted 
the mobilisation period, are now much improved and the 
requisite permits for journeys by rail or road are more easily 
ttainable. Regulations applicable to the army zone on the 
stern frontiers, are, of course, stricter, and permits are 
ied to French citizens only for urgent reasons. Foreigners 
excluded from the army zone, but they may obtain a 
mporary carte de circulation for a journey for some specified 
irpose to almost any place in the interior. Such permits, 
yproved and stamped by the military authorities, are issued 
the Prefect of Police in Paris, at the Prefecture, or at any 
local police station. The permits are generally obtainable 
thin three or four days. Our Paris correspondent states 
hat English travellers, arriving in Paris and desiring a permit 
any locality not in the army zone, would do well to apply 
» the Centre National du Tourisme, 127, Avenue des Champs 
Elysées. There, on presentation of a passport or identity 
ird and three identity photos (which are supplied on the 
ot by means of an automatic apparatus), a form is filled 
p and sent to the military authority. The permit will be 
eady at the same office two or three days later. The officials 
there are very obliging and do their best to give the traveller 
ill the information he may require. Further improvements 
» the French train services are to be made on December 1. 
\s foreshadowed in the recent broadcast address by M. de 
\Monzie, Minister of Public Works, fewer first class coaches will 
run on the French railways in future. The French National 
Railways Company (S.N.C.F.) has announced that from 
December 1 first class coaches will be withdrawn from the 
make-up of all trains, except certain expresses and rapides. 
Probably all coaches will eventually be run in two categories, 
hich may be designated A and B, instead of the existing 
three classes, but apparently a definite decision has not yet 
wen taken. Sleeping and Pullman cars of the International 
Sleeping Car Company will continue to run as usual, and 
their number is likely to be increased shortly, after having 
ven reduced during the mobilisation period. The S.N.C.F. 
xpects to effect a considerable saving in expenditure by this 
vithdrawal of the first class coaches. Many of the few first 
class passengers were accustomed to travel on free passes. 
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During the recent traffic congestion the third class frequently 
overflowed into the second and first. 


Argentine Railways and the War 

The reaction which war conditions in Europe are likely 
to have upon the Argentine railways, more particularly in 
regard to obtaining supplies of fuel and other materials, was 
the subject of an official statement issued to the press by 
Major Oscar Loewenthal, General Manager of the B.A.G.S. 
and B.A.W. Railways. In this he observed that the experi- 
ence gained during the 1914-19 war of the difficulties of 
maintaining train services made it evident that now a similar 
emergency had arisen, special measures were needed to deal 
with the problems which confronted the railways. The most 
formidable was the matter of fuel (coal and petroleum) and 
other essential supplies. Of the two classes of fuel em 
ployed, coal was obtained chiefly from abroad, while only a 
percentage of the petroleum consumed was produced in the 
country and the remainder was imported. The use of wood 
fuel was beset with such technical difficulties that, for the 
time being, it must be discarded as impracticable. Naval 
warfare seemed to threaten the import of coal, and, should 
this threat materialise, the local production of petroleum 
would scarcely suffice for the needs of the country. Faced 
with this situation, the railway companies were faced with 
alternatives. First, to maintain the railway services un 
changed, disregarding the eventuality of a serious shortage of 
fuel in the future, a contingency which would seriously affect 
the transport of the harvest, and disorganise and even 
imperil the economic situation of the country. Secondly, to 
reorganise the services without loss of time, in order to husband 
existing stocks of fuel and other materials, and thus safe 
guard the transport of the crops and ensure the regular con 
veyance of passengers and general merchandise, as well as 


the country’s essential food supplies. The second course 
involved some modification in the services, and consequently 
a substantial decrease in revenue. Nevertheless, in view of 


their responsibility to the country and the imperative need 
for safeguarding essential railway facilities, the companies 
had unhesitatingly adopted that alternative. 

To dispel any possible misinterpretation of the policy, 
Major Loewenthal said he wished to emphasise that there 
was not yet any actual fuel scarcity. The reorganisation and 
retrenchment were not due to any immediate shortage, but 
were dictated solely by prudence. It would obviously be 
unwise to delay until the situation demanded drastic 
measures which would cause serious public inconvenience. 
To avoid such a contingency, it was essential that the 
problem should be tackled at once, so that even a small 
reserve of fuel would suffice for the normal railway activities 
for a long time to come. The modifications would of neces- 
sity cause some public inconvenience, as the timetables 
would suffer some slight changes, and a few trains would 
have to be suppressed. These measures, Major Loewenthal 
said, were to be regretted, but they had been decided upon, 
with the full approval of the National Railway Board, after 
exhaustive study. In the passenger service on_ the 
B.A.G.S.R., comprising a normal weekly aggregate run of 
138,464 km., the reduction affected only 7,854 km., or 
5-67 per cent. As regarded the local or suburban services on 
the B.A.G.S.R., only a few trains had been discontinued, 
and then only on certain days of the week and during the 
slack hours. Of the normal suburban train service, averag 
ing 137,998 km. a week, only 8,354 km. were being discon- 
tinued, or 6-05 per cent. The changes made in the B.A.W.R. 
train schedules were similar. On train services averaging 
60,601 km. a week, the restrictions affected only 4,999 km., 
or 8-25 per cent. The B.A.W.R. suburban services railway 
had suffered no alterations. In conclusion, Major Loewenthal 
pointed out that these emergency timetables, which became 
effective on the Southern and Western Railways on Septem- 
ber 25, were intended for use solely during the present 
situation, and as soon as regular and adequate supplies of 
fuel were again assured and all danger of a possible shortage 
was dispelled, the normal schedules would be resumed and 
the full train services restored. Similar emergency measures 
have been taken with the main-line and suburban servires 
on the Central Argentine and Pacific Railways. 
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QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 


Restaurant Cars and Lighting 

Mr. R J. G. Boothby (Aberdeen, E. 
C.), on November 9, asked the Minister 
of Transport when the new lighting facili 
ties on long-distance trains, other than 
those on the Southern Railway, would 
be available for the public. 

Captain Euan Wallace 
Transport) \part 
Southern Railway there are now 17 
long-distance trains running on other 
lines with lighting which enables passen- 
read ©ther trains are being 
into service as rapidly as 


Minister of 
from 19 on the 


gers to 
brought 
possible 
Mr. R J G. Boothby (Aberdeen, E 
( also asked the Minister of Transport 
whether he would take immediate steps 
to increase the number of restaurant and 
buftet cars on long-distance trains 
Captain Wallace : During the past few 
days, restaurant or buffet car facilities 
have been introduced on 18 additional 
trains The need for further facilities 
f this nature is being carefully watched 
by the railway companies, and they will 
be provided in case of necessity so far 
as conditions permit. 


Compensation to British Railways 

Mr R De La Bere (Worcester, 
Evesham—cC.), on November 15, asked 
the Minister of Transport whether, in 
connection with the compensation pay- 
able by the Government to the rail 
an acceptable formula had now 
and at what date it 
possible to announce the 


WaVs 
been arrived at 
would be 
terms 
Euan Wallace (Minister of 
lransport All I can say at the 
that this 
complex subject are proceeding and 
that the importance of reaching an 
early settlement is fully realised 

Mr. De La Bere: Is it not a fact that 
some scheme for nationalising the rail 
wavs is under consideration by the 
Ministry of Transport now, and is that 
the reason why the delay in making 
payments to the railways has been so 


( aptain 


moment 1s discussions on 


long 

Captain Wallace: If it is under con- 
sideration in the Ministry of Transport, 
it has certainly not reached the Minister 
vet 

Mr. De La view of the 
strange nature of that reply, I beg to 
vive notice that I propose at the earliest 
opportunity to raise the whole matter 
on the Adjournment 


sere In 


Rail Facilities for Visits to Evacuees 
Mr. Hamilton Kerr (Oldham—C.), on 
November 15, asked the Minister of 
l'ransport whether he could now arrange 
for some form of cheap day tickets on 
the railways, in order to enable parents 
of evacuated children to visit them. 
Captain Euan Wallace lL am glad 
to say that in consultation with my 
right hon. friends, the Minister ° of 
Health and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, | have been able to make 
arrangements under which the necessary 
co-operation by the local authorities, 


special cheap rail facilities will be avail- 
able for visits to children and others 
evacuated under the Government 
scheme. The general aim will be to 
provide special train facilities on Sun- 
days at monthly intervals to reception 
areas where services at cheap fares are 
not already available and to which 
the return journey can be made in one 
day. The return fares will be’ at the 
rate of the ordinary single fare for 
distances up to 80 miles and for longer 
distances at less than that rate, so that 
the return fare for a place 100 miles 
distant will be Ils. and for a place 
160 miles distant 12s. 6d. It is essential 
that advance information should beavail- 
able to the railways in order that ade- 
quate rail facilities should be provided 
and therefore tickets for these special 
trains will be issued only on produc- 
tion of a voucher at the railway booking 
office. These vouchers will be issued in 
the localities from which the children 
were evacuated under arrangements 
with the local authority, where 
any necessary information as to the 
station of departure and route to be 
followed can be given to avoid un- 
necessary congestion at the railway 
booking offices In order that due 
notice may be given to the transport 
authorities as to the numbers to be 
carried, it will be that the 


also 


necessary 


issue of vouchers shall cease eight days 
before the day on which the excursion 


will run, 7.e., for a train running on 
December 3 a voucher must be obtained 
on or before November 25. On Decem- 
ber 3, special facilities will be provided 
from London and Edinburgh to a rum- 
ber of reception areas, and on succeed- 
ing Sundays other areas will be served 
similarly. The possibility of providing 
special facilities from other towns will 
be considered with the local authorities 
concerned. The special train facilities 
will not be available on December 24 
or 31 owing to the abnormal traffic 
conditions at those times. 

Mr. FF. W. Pethick-Lawrence 
burgh East—Lab.): Will the Minister 
consider the few cases in which the 
distance of the children from home is 
greater than can be covered by the 
parents in a single day; and whether 
some special facilities might be granted 
to parents in those cases ? 

Captain Wallace: We have con- 
sidered that point carefully. Mr. 
Pethick-Lawrence will see that it raises 
very great difficulties in regard to accom- 
modation in the reception areas where 
the billets are already occupied. The 
scheme which [| have outlined is a start. 
[ hope it will be successful and that we 
may be able to extend it. 

Mr. D. G. Logan (Liverpool, Scotland 

-Lab.): In regard to the question of 
sickness, will cancellation of the eight 
days be allowed, and will the railway fare 
operate as the Minister suggests ? 

Captain Wallace : People will have to 
get the vouchers eight days before the 
journey, but, as at present advised, I do 


(Edin- 
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not suggest that they should pay 
money until they actually go t 
station. 

Mr. Logan: What I am aski: 
whether, in cases of sickness, 
parents wish to visit children who 
been evacuated to a distance, 
intended to apply the same rule a 
the eight days ? 

Captain Wallace: The Minist: 
Health has just informed me th. 
cases of that kind the parents 
travel free. 

Mr. G. Mathers (Linlithgow—I 
The statement which we have 
heard limits this concession to chil 
who have been evacuated undet1 
Government scheme, but the Mini 
will be aware that many children | 
been evacuated privately, thereby say 
the Government trouble. Can hx 
extend this concession to those ot 
schemes ? 

There was no reply. 

Bishopsgate Station A.R.P. 

Mr. E. Thurtle (Shoreditch—L 
asked the Minister of Transport whet 
he was aware that there was dissatis! 
tion among the large body of workers 
Bishopsgate, L.N.E.R., goods stati 
at the inadequacy of the air raid pre« 
tions at present in existence there a 
in particular, at the lack of pro; 
equipment for first aid workers; a 
whether he would cause inquiries to 
made into the matter with a 
bringing about an improvement. 

Captain Euan Wallace wrote in rep! 

I understand that representatives of t! 
railway company recently discussed wit 
representatives of the employees qui 

tions relating to air raid precautions a1 

explained to them the steps which w« 

being taken. These include the provisi 

of air raid shelters and of complete fi 

aid equipment, which are on _ ordet 
Pending the completion of the pei 
manent shelters, the staff have, I a1 
informed, been provided with sandba 
protection. 


view 


Requisitioned Coal Wagons 

Sir George Mitcheson (St. Pancra 
S.W.—C.), on November 15, asked thi 
Minister of Transport whether hi 
attention had been drawn to_ th 
difficulties of certain electricity undet 
takings through the requisitioning 0! 
their specially-designed coal wagons 
and whether he would give instruction 
for their return to their normal use. 

Captain Euan Wallace: Yes sir. | 
have received representations that thi 
coal wagons of certain electricity under 
takers should be exempt from requisi 
tioning. I am advised that these wagon 
are not “ specially constructed ’’ within 
the meaning of the notice of requisition 
ing, and to withdraw them from common 
user would tend to defeat the whole 
purpose of the pooling scheme. 

Mr. W. Paling (Wentwort h—Lab.), on 
November 15, asked the Minister of 
Transport, whether he was aware that 
Yorkshire pits were working short 
time owing to the shortage of railway 
wagons ; that some pits were reduced 
to working little more than two-thirds 
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ir capacity; and what steps he 
iking to overcome the difficulty. 
tain Euan Wallace: I am not 
that there has been a shortage 
supply of wagons to the Yorkshire 
ies to the extent that the hon. 
ver suggests, and I shall be glad 
vestigate at once any specific case 
rtage on this scale. I know, how- 
that some difficulties in the supply 
agons in this area have arisen. 
ultations have taken place between 
epresentatives of the railways, the 
s Department and the collieries in 
irea with a view to dealing with the 
nt exceptional circumstances. The 
\ difficulty is the increasing number 
which are standing laden 
1 coal. My right hon. friend, the 
sident of the Board of Trade, and 
ave recently made an appeal to 
and industrialists to see that 
are loaded and unloaded with 
utmost dispatch. This matter is 
ig closely watched and if necessary 
ther steps will have to be taken to 
pedite the release of wagons. 


vagons 


ieTs 


ZONnS 


Railway Facilities 

\ir. W. Gallacher (Fife, West—Com.), 
November 15, asked the Minister of 
insport whether he would take steps 
introduce special cheap rail tickets to 
able relatives to visit inmates of sana- 
ria situated a long way from their 
mes on Sundays, as the complete 
spension of Sunday excursion tickets 
ade it impossible for poor families to 
sit their sick relatives for long periods 

a stretch. 

Captain Euan Wallace : While I sym- 

ithise with the desire of relatives to 
isit inmates of sanatoria, I regret that 

is not possible, in present conditions, 
arrange special cheap railway facilities 

x this purpose. 

Mr. Gallacher : Will not the Minister 

consider this matter and discuss it 
vith the railway companies, in view of 
the fact that, in general, sanatoria are 
ery far out in the country and that in 
nany cases it is very costly for people 

» travel to see their relatives and friends 
here ? 

Captain Wallace : I have discussed it 
vith the Railway Executive Committee. 

Mr. Neil Maclean (Govan—Lab.): In 
view of the fact that a number of the 
inmates of sanatoria have been evacu- 
ated to very distant parts of the country 
because the sanatoria they were in have 
been taken over by the military, will not 
the Minister reconsider the answer he 
has given ? 

Captain Wallace : We are endeavour- 
ing to run the railways as a self-support- 
ng concern, and I do not think that in 
cases where a concession could not be 
made on a self-supporting basis it is 
permissible to insist on it being given. 


Suburban Railway Services 

Sir Harold Webbe (Abbey—C.), on 
November 15, asked the Minister of 
[Transport whether, in order to help the 
revival of the restaurant and amusement 
business of London, and to maintain 
the morale of the people by giving them 
the opportunity of some measure fo 
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recreation and relaxation, he would 
endeavour to arrange for a reasonably 
late theatre train on all lines from Lon- 
don to the suburbs and nearby towns. 

Captain Euan Wallace : I am advised 
that adequate facilities are already avail- 
able to serve suburban stations. In view 
of other urgent demands upon both the 
personnel and material of the railway 
companies, I do not feel justified in ask- 
ing them to extend these facilities. 
Cheap Day Tickets 

Sir Harold Webbe (Abbey—C.), on 
November 15, asked the Minister of 
Transport whether, in the interests of 
business and having regard to the restric- 
tion of train services outside the rush- 
hours, he would arrange to reduce the 
period of non-availability of cheap-day 
tickets from the present three hours, 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m., to two hours, and to 
ensure that the railway companies in 
fixing the limits should have regard to 
the train services rather than fix uniform 
times on all lines and to all stations. 

Captain Euan Wallace: The Railway 
Executive Committee has represented to 
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me that a reduction of the period of 
non-availability of cheap day tickets 
from three hours to two would, in exist- 
ing circumstances, cause over-crowding 
of trains during the evening peak period 
when regular passengers are travelling, 
and that it would be impracticable to 
introduce special modifications of the 
period in relation to individual lines or 
stations. I do not, therefore, feel justi- 
fied in pressing the committee to modify 
the existing limitation in the manner 
suggested by my hon. friend. 

Sir H. Webbe: Is the Minister aware 
that owing to the withdrawal of trains 
and the reduction of services, this three 
hours dead period is, in many 
4} hours, and in some cases nearly five 
hours ? 

Captain Wallace: Here again I have 
made a concession in response to repre- 
sentations in various quarters. If the 
situation becomes such that further 
concessions can be made, no one will be 
more pleased than I, but I have to con- 
sider the working of the railways in the 
interests of traffic as a whole. 


cases, 








STAFF AND LABOUR MATTERS 


Road Transport Wages 

The Bus Federation, which consists 
of the Transport & General Workers’ 
Union and the National Union of Rail- 
waymen, has made a claim on behalf 
of a quarter of a million bus, tram, and 
trolleybus workers in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland for higher wages 
arising out of wartime conditions of 
work. An early meeting of the National 
Joint Industrial Council for the Road 
Passenger Transport Industry is being 
sought to discuss the claim, following 
a decision by the men to go forward 
with the claim. Mr. Harold Clay, 
National Secretary of the passenger 
group of the Transport Workers’ Union, 
said on November 14 that the employees 
were seriously perturbed over the condi- 
tions in which their wartime work was 
being done, and the depreciation in their 
standard of living. The national com- 
mittee of the passenger group, he said, 
had reviewed the situation, and, with 
the authority of the national executive, 
had given instructions to go forward for 
a wage revision. The application, when 
agreed upon, will go to municipal autho- 
rities and various private companies, as 
well as the London Passenger Transport 
Board. No specific sum has been named. 


R.S.N.T. Decision 

The Executive of the Railway Clerks’ 
Association, which met at Preston on 
Sunday, November 19, to consider 
Railway Staff National Tribunal Deci- 
sion No. 6, is to put certain questions 
about the award before taking any 
decision. It was felt that there was 
ambiguity in the phrasing of the award 
in relation to payment for night duty. 
The only claim submitted to the tribunal 
by the Railway Clerks’ Association was 
for extra payment for time worked 
between 10.0 p.m. and 4.0 a.m. by 


clerical staff, and the tribunal found in 
favour of the claim. 


Iron & Steel Workers’ Wages 


Workers in the iron and steel industry 
are to have their wages increased by 10 
per cent. as from November 5. This 
was decided at a conference last week- 
end between the Iron & Steel Trades 
Confederation and the Steel Employers’ 
Association. Negotiations were opened 
on the basis of the increased 
living, but the employers preferred to 


cost of 
advance by three months an increase 
which would have become due because 
of the increased selling price of steel. 
About 90,000 workpecple are affected 
by the increase. 

Railway Shopmen 

The National Railway Shopmen’s 
Council met on Tuesday, November 21, 
to consider the claims submitted by the 
trade unions for an increase in the rates 
of pay of railway workshop staff. No 
specific amount of increase had been 
claimed by the unions when the claim 
was submitted to the railway com- 
panies, and the council, on Tuesday, did 
not arrive at a settlement, but a full 
discussion took place and the meeting 
was adjourned. 








Forthcoming Events 


11 (Mon.). ! 
don), at Charing Cross Hotel, W.C.2, 2.30 


Dec. Institute of Transport (Lon- 


p.m. Annual General Meeting. 

Dec. 12 (Tues.).—Institution of Automobile 
Engineers, at Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, Savoy Place, London, W.C.2, 
6 p.m. ‘The use of Gas as a fuel for 
Motor Vehicles,’ by Dr. J. Clarke. 


Dec. 14 (Thurs.).—Diesel Engine User's Associ- 
ation, at Caxton Hall, Caxton Street, Lon- 
don, $.W.1, 2°30 p.m. ‘‘ Overseas Operation 
of Diesel Engines,” by Mr. H. Hopkins. 
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RAILWAY AND OTHER MEETINGS 


Buenos Ayres & Pacific Railway Co. Ltd. 


The annual general meeting of the 
Zuenos Ayres & Pacific Railway Co. 
Ltd. was held at Winchester House, 
Old Broad Street, London, E.C., on 
November 16, Mr. J. A. Goudge, 
C.B.E., Chairman of the company, 
presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. C. Ellison Rich) 
read the notice convening the meeting 
and the auditors’ report. 

The Chairman, in moving the adop- 
tion of the report and accounts, said: 
We have pleasure in presenting a more 
satisfactory report than last year’s, 
and this gives special satisfaction be 
result has largely been 
obtained by the efforts of our manager, 
Mr. Ryan, and his staff to secure more 
economies in working. But we are all 
acutely conscious of the fact that we 
have not done more than earn 91 per 
cent. of the debenture interest on the 
B.A.P. consolidated 4} per cent. and 
Argentine Great Western 5 per cent. 
debentures 

Of the broader factors that still influ- 
ence our position, the first and fore- 
most is exchange loss on remittances. 
In spite of the fact that the Argentine 
Government has maintained during the 
year the special rate granted to us, the 
serious sum of nearly £800,000 has had 
to be deducted from the normal value 
ot our profits. Our whole future de- 
pends on this factor; and in the present 
time of world disturbance of all values 
it is of utmest importance to try to 
estimate the future course of exchange. 
Warlike conditions will, we believe, 
certainly tend to improve the sterling 
value of the peso and thus decrease 
our exchange loss. How far this im- 
provement may go is very prob- 
lematical, but some decrease in our 
loss this year is fairly certain. Nego- 
tiations are being carried on with the 
Argentine Government to secure a con- 
tinuance of the special rate correspond- 
ing to the improvement in the value of 
their _ currency, We are specially 
requiring this assistance because, like 
all the other railways, we 
already that fuel and 
and insurance are 
higher levels. 
out that 


cause the 


know 

stores, freight 
reaching much 
We are entitled to point 
while Argentine exports are 
improving in price, the railways, who 
are the most direct instruments of that 
export and have suffered so much in 
the years of devaluation, are the first 
entitled to reap some benefits. 

rhere is one other matter that merits 
your attention. This is the mounting 
indebtedness of the three concerns that 
form our system. We are going on 
year by year increasing our debt and, 
in addition, adding 5 per cent. interest 
on all arrears. It is quite obvious that 
steps will have to be taken at 
an opportune moment to regularise our 
position. We are unavoidably in the 
restricted position of any concern that 


some 


stays in default, and the future want 
of more capital may necessitate some 
reorganisation of our finances. Again, 
it seems to be a reasonable suggestion 
that the interest on arrears of interest 
should be revised, as_ this 
directly on the junior classes of deben- 
tures. 

As I have referred to probable dis 
advantages, i may as well point out 
one or two indications that bear a 
favourable augury. The first is that 
every day now brings us nearer to the 
prospect of a good wheat harvest. 
Further, maize is being sown on the 
largest scale and will continue to be 


bears so 


November 24, | 


sown for six weeks yet, and its pi 
now well above that of wheat. A 
maize harvest is always problem 
however, and we must 
months more for that. 

I may also mention that thou; 
have to face future rises in coal 
declaration of war found us w 
good supply of that fuel alrea 
hand. Further, at the Mendoza 
of our line a very important gu 
well of petroleum has been four 
the Government Oil Departmen 
important that it gives us some 
of our being able to utilise it in 
locomotives. So on the whole on 
look forward with some foundat 
not of optimism, but of conside1 
hopeful anticipation, to the result 
the coming year. 

The report and 
unanimously adopted. 


wait 


accounts 


Central Uruguay Railway Co. of Monte Video Ltd. 


The ordinary general meeting of the 
Central Uruguay Railway Co. of Monte 
Video Ltd. was held at River Plate 
House, Finsbury Circus, E.C., on 
November 21, Brigadier-General F. D. 
Hammond, C.B.E., Chairman of the 
company, presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. J. Medlycott) 
read the notice convening the meeting 
and the auditors’ report. 

The Chairman, before moving the 
adoption of the report and accounts, 
expressed the great regret felt at the 
death of the former chairman, Mr. 
G. H. Harrisson, C.M.G. Reviewing the 
company’s results, he said that there 
had been an increase of 5-3 per cent. 
in their gross currency receipts. Coming 
as it did on the top of an increase last 
year, there was reason to hope that it 
showed a definite upward tendency. 
Unfortunately, the effect of the lower 
exchange rate had been to reduce that 
increase, when expressed in sterling, to 
about half of 1 per cent. Expenditure 
when expressed in currency showed an 
increase, but there the lower exchange 
factor had been in their favour, with 
the result that sterling expenditure was 
down by 1:4 per cent., so that net 
receipts had improved from £177,271 
to £193,715, or by 9-3 per cent. He 
must, therefore, repeat what had been 
said last year: this could not be 
regarded as adequate remuneration 
either for the capital employed or for 
the services rendered. 

Passenger receipts had increased by 
only £3,300, and there they had met 
with a disappointment, although they 
trusted that it would only be a tem- 
porary one. On the goods side their 
receipts had increased to the extent 
of £1,760. An interesting feature was 
that while there was an increase in 
tonnage of only 3 per cent., there was 
an increase in currency receipts of 5 per 
cent. That was due to their system 
of tariffs. The practically universal 
system of rating on railways was to 
classify goods according to value and to 
charge more, other things being equal, 


for the higher than for the lower vali 
The system adopted on_ their 
some three years ago departed fur 
mentally from that and consignm 
were classified according to their s 
rather than to their value. As a res 
they saw an increase in tonnage bri 
ing in an even larger increase in receipt 

Expenditure had been carefu 
watched. Under the scheme of 
rangement with the debenture holde: 
the directors empowered unt 
June 30, 1942, to apply any surplu 
revenue to. essential renewal wi 
before paying any interest on tl! 
second debentures. During the past 
two years the moneys thus made avail 
able had been devoted principally 
such things as the strengthening of old 
bridges to make them safe for th 
traffic now passing over them and th 
modernisation of the equipment in their 
main workshops and the conversion of 
certain classes of locomotives to a lighte1 
axle load so as to diminish the strat 
borne by the track. None of this money 
had been applied to the track itself and 
in general, as mentioned in past reports 
expenditure on track had been reduced 
to a minimum and renewals had been 
postponed. Such a course obviously 
could not be continued indefinitely, and 
reports which they had received in 
dicated that renewals of track must b¢ 
undertaken without delay. An ex 
tensive programme of ballasting was 
also essential. 

They would expect him to say some 
thing of their prospects. Starting with 
the gloomier side first—expenditure 
already as a result of war the prices 
of stores had risen, and on top of that 
there were increases in freights and 
insurance. It had always been thei 
policy to purchase their stores as far 
as they could in Great Britain and it 
was their intention to continue that 
policy as far as they could get per- 
mission to do so from the authorities 
in this country. Wherever they came 
from, however, the cost of stores was 
bound to rise. Also their labour costs 


were 
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roing to be more owing to the 
the cost of living. 

irn to the brighter side, receipts 
rrency showed an aggregate in- 
to date of some 5 per cent., and 
seemed little doubt that the 
d for the primary products of 


ay was eventually bound to 
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cause a substantial increase in their 
traffics. So far there had been no 
change in the equally important factor 
the rate at which they received their 
controlled exchange from the Uru- 
guayan Government. In these days 
of controlled economics it was difficult 
to say what could and what could not 
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be done, but a material improvement in 
the present rate seemed to him in- 
evitable, and they must hope that that 
and the anticipated increase in receipts 
would more than outweigh the increased 
cost of stores. 

The report and accounts were unani- 
mously adopted. 





Assam Railways 


annual general meeting, of the 
m Railways & Trading Co. Ltd. 
held on November 22 at Win- 
ter House, Old Broad Street, E.C., 
Douglas W. Turner presiding in 
ibsence, due to illness, of the 
rman, Mr. E. A. A. Joseph 
1e Secretary (Mr. S. Maclean Jack) 
the notice convening the meeting 
the auditors’ report. 
moving the adoption of the report 
accounts Mr. Douglas Turner said: 
year Mr. Joseph told you that 
was hopeful about the result of the 
You will be glad to see that his 
tations have been realised and we 
e more than maintained our posi- 
rhe railway profit shows a slight 
luction on last year, but this follows 
n an increase in the maintenance of 
y and works. As you know, we are 
ving continuous trouble at the Ghat, 
d this represents the extra expendi 
re on moving some of our establish- 
nt further away from the river and 
laying our connections. Otherwise 
railway position is steady, our 
rnings showing a slight improvem« nt 
the previous year. Our general 
ding result is a good one, following 
improved prices for our coal and 
1 improved profit in our veneer mills. 
Dividends are a _ little down; the 
ounts received from our two tea 
panies are the same, but the divi 
nd on the Rivers Steam Navigation 
npany was reduced. 
On the other side of the account we 
ive made very ample provision for 
ll our current liabilities. We have 
provided for national contri 


defence 


Trading Co. Ltd. 


bution ahead of our assessments; and 
our cash investments in gilt-edged 
securities having suffered the depre 
ciation of which you are all aware, w 
have written them down very fully 
and te below their market value on 
the date of the balance sheet. Iex- 
change this year is also slightly against 
us. There are some changes in the 
balance sheet. The increase in rail 
way capital expenditure is mostly 
rolling stock and covers the actual 
debit for the 25 high-sided 
wagons for our coal traffic. The in 
crease in the capital expenditure in the 
trading item as shown by a comparison 
between this balance sheet and_ the 
last, is for five motorbuses, and some 
Dibrugarh bought for 
other purposes. The 
incursions of the river have 
great that it was no longer possible to 
near the ghats, and for some 


bogie 


land at coal 
stacking and 


been sO 


stack 


months we were obliged at great incon 
i 


venience to stack coal on the Mar 
gherita settlement areas. The land we 
have now bought for the purpose at 
Dibrugarh is well away from the Brah 
maputra danger zone. There is an in 
crease in the cost of the timber siding. 
We write this item off steadily each 
year, but we also occasionally have to 
make extensions. Presently the total 
amount invested in the sidings should 
come down. 

The result is that we carry to our 
net revenue account £112,475, and as 
we bring in a rather larger sum and 
no longer have to provide for interest 
on the 6 per cent. which we 
have redeemed, we now have £89,873 


notes, 


to dispose of, instead of £82,998 last 
year. 

Our timber department, the third in 
importance of our enterprises, did very 
well during the year. In fact, there is 
no question that we could sell more of 
our products than we are at present 
able to turn out. Our timber felling 
arrangements in the jungle, however, 
were not so satisfactory, and we have 
suffered disquieting losses in our 
elephant herd. We are therefore reor- 
ganising this department, and I hope 
that we shall very. shortly get the 
whole establishment on a better basis. 

As regards the question of the pur- 
chase of the railway by the Govern 
ment, I can tell you nothing for cer- 
tain. The Government haye until 
February to make up their minds 
whether or not to give us notice of 
compulsory purchase; but for what it 
is worth, we are given to understand 
that it is unlikely that they will exer 
cise their right. If they do not, the 
right will be postponed until 1951. 

After making all our proper pro 
visions, and on a generous scale, we 
have a balance available of £89,873. 
The board suggest that we should write 
off the usual £3,000 for new issue ex 
penses, that we place £10,000 to the 
credit of tax reserve account, and that 
we repeat the dividend of last year, 
4 per cent. on the A stock. This will 
leave £51,673 to carry forward against 
the £47,798 which was brought in. I 
feel sure that the shareholders will 
asree with the board’s _ policy of 
strengthening the company’s position 
in this time of acute anxiety by pro 
viding fully for reserves in all forms. 

The report and accounts were 
unanimously adopted. 








Institute of Transport: Metropolitan Graduate and 
Student Society 


On Saturday, November 11, the 
Metropolitan Graduate and Student 
Society, the junior section of the 
Institute of Transport, held its inau 
vural meeting cf the session at the 
Windsor Castle Restaurant, Victoria, 
S.W.1. A good attendance of members 
vas present to hear a short address 
by Mr. T. E. Thomas, General Man 
ger (Operation), to the London 
Transport Board, who is 
lso President of the institute. 

In the course ot his remarks Mr. 
Thomas said that the Metropolitan 
Graduate and Student Society could 
not be likened to a preparatory school 
because it was complete as a training 
ground and was indeed an end in 
itself. The progress made by some of 


Pp 
rassenger 


indication of its 
afforded 
aspect of 


its members was an 
strength and standing, and 
eloquent testimony to one 
the reward that came to him who was 
to spend part of his spare 
mind development. He re- 
ferred to one aspect of reward 
advisedly, for there was more than 
one. Material reward did not come to 
all who earned it. For one reason 
there were not the places to be filled 
and, for another, there was the luck 
of temperament and personality which 
might only have been inherited but 
which, none the less, were factors of 
decisive-importance. That might seem 
hard on those who could not hope to 
reap a full reward for their efforts, 
but some recompense could not be 


prepared 
time on 


denied them. The older one became 
apparent it was that a 
basis of one’s life 


the more 
broadening of the 
was essential to happiness, always sup- 
posing, of course, that there was 
already in existence some capacity for 
thinking. 

This might seem, said Mr. Thomas, 
to have no relation to the study 
of transport, which was the main 
justification for the existence of their 
society, but the between 
individuals for a prime common object 
should have a much wider purpose by 
including within its scope an exchange 
of views on matters of general interest, 
and the cultivation of intellectual and 
gifts. A person who 
was considered dull could often be 
made to appear bright by one who 
took trouble and had the power to 
bring the best out of people. 


association 


conversational 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Fire at Edinburgh Goods Depot, 
L.M.S.R.—The greater part of the 
Lothian Road goods depot of the 
L.M.S.R. in Edinburgh was destroyed by 
a fire on Saturday night, November 18 

Erie Railroad’s New Acquisition. 

The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion has, according to Reuters, autho- 
rised the trustees of the Erie Railroad 
to purchase the entire capital stock of 
the Cleveland & Mahoning Valley Rail- 
way Company, one of its leased lines. 
\tlantic Leased Lines had recently sold 
its holding in the Cleveland Company. 

Argentine Railway Earnings. 
\ccording to provisional figures issued 
in Buenos Aires by the Instituto de 
Estudios Economicos del Transporte, 
the gross earnings of the privately-owned 
\rgentine railways in July, the first 
month of the financial year 1939-40, 
amounted to 32,413,000 pesos m/n., an 
increase of 2,524,000 pesos, or 8-4 per 


cent., over the corresponding month of 
1938. The increase was mainly in goods 
traffic, which accounted for 22,629,000 


pesos of the increase, or 13-3 per cent. 
more, tonnage having risen by 508,000, 
or 19-1 per cent., to 3,162,000 tons 
Passenger traffic was 4 per cent. more In 
mut 4-7 per cent. lower in 


numbet 
receipts 

Road Accidents in October.—The 
return of the numbers of persons reported 
to have died in Great Britain during 
October as the result of road accidents, 
shows a total of 919 his compares 
with 641 in October, 1939; the Septem- 
ber figures were 1,130 in 1939 and 554 in 
1938: and the August figures were 617 
in 1939 and 563 in 1938. The greatest 
rise in fatalities was with adult pedes 
trians; the October, 1938, figure of 246 
rose to 505 in October, 1939. Fatalities 
to pedestrians under 15 declined, on the 
other hand, from 71 to 67, and to pedal 


cyclists under 15 from 19 to 17. At the 


same time the increase in fatalities to 
adult pedal cyclists was only from 112 
in October, 1938, to 115 in October, 
1939. Fatalities to motor cyclists rose 


from 77 to 101. Among adult pedestrians 
during the hours of darkness there were 
421 fatalities in October, 1939, of which 
84 were in the Metropolitan Police dis- 
trict, 23 in Glasgow, 15 in Durham 
County, and 14 in Lancaster County and 
also in Birmingham. 

Railway Accident near Berlin. 
It is reported that nine persons lost 
their lives when a_ Berlin-Hamburg 
express collided on November 19 with 
a local train near Spandau, seven miles 
beyond the Lehrter terminus at Berlin 

Italian Streamlined Locomotive .— 
One of the heavy ‘691’’ class Pacifics 
of the Italian State Railwavs has been 
streamlined and is being run experi- 
mentally. ‘It is hoped to put it into 
regular service on the Milan—Venice 
line shortly. 

District Goods Manager, Cardiff, 
G.W.R.—l'rom Monday last, Novem- 
ber 20, the offices of the District Goods 
Manager, Great Western Railway, Car- 
diff, have been transferred to Cymric 
Buildings, West Bute Street, Cardiff. 
Telephone : Cardift 8100. 

Insurance of Livestock by Freight 
Train.—The experimental insurance 


scheme for cattle, calves, sheep and 
lambs, bacon, pigs and porkers, and 
horses, introduced by the British rail- 
wavs has been renewed for a further 
twelve months from November 19. 
Under this scheme the owners of live- 


stock may insure their animals against 
death or injury during transport by 
goods train by the prepayment of pre- 
miums costing a few pence only. A 
minimum premium of 2d. a consignment 
is made and the revised premiums and 
maximum insurable values are : 
Maximum 


Premiums insurable 


a head values 

(a head) 

Horses and ponies . 8d (5) 
Cattle .. : 8d. 25 
Calves Id £2 
Sheep and lambs 13d £3 
Pigs (Bacon as 3d £6 
Pigs (Porket 2d £3 


The scheme does not cover war risks. 


Irish Traffic Returns 


lotals for 46th 


IRELAND 
1938 


4 # 
Belfast & C.D pass. 2,121 1,628 
80 mls 
roods 524 444 
ss total » 645 2,072 


Great Northern pass 9,100 8,000 
543 mls 
xoods 13,600 10,200 
total 22 700 18,200 
Great Southern pass. 26,604 27,146 
(2,076 mls 
goods 65,248 54,652 
- ‘i total 91,852 81,798 
L.M.S.R 
N.C.( pass. 4.270 3,000 
(271 mls 
goods 3,730 2,630 
‘os total 8,000 5,630 


Week 





Inc. 


rotals to Date 


or Dec. 1939 Inc. or Dec. 








f £ f 4 
$93 120,741 115,386 5,355 
80 21,538 1), 187 1,351 
573 142,279 135,573 6,706 


1,100 522,150 513,650 8,500 
3,400 502,100 429,300 72,800 
4,500 1,024,250 942.950 81,300 
542 1,702,621 1,708,366 5,475 
10,596 2,066,493 1,901,537 164,956 
10,054 3,769,114 3,609,903 159,211 
1,270 217,670 210,540 7,130 
1,100 139,390 121,500 17,890 
2,370 357,060 332,040 25,020 
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British and Irish Railway 


Stocks and Shares 





Pi 
tx 
Stocks 2S Nov. 
- 21, 
1939 
G.W.R. 
Cons. Ord. ..-| 651g | 253, | 28 
5% Con. Prefce... 11834 74 81 
5 % Red. Pref.(1950) 11134 90 9212 
4% Deb. .. 111 9715 9815 
44% Deb... 1125), 1001g | 991 
44% Deb... 118 104 103 
5% Deb. .. 13142 119 115 
24% Deb... ..| 6934 60 581 
5% Rt. Charge .. 129 114 107 
5% Cons. Guar. 12812 103 106 
L.M.S.R. 
Ord. sa ..| 301 11 101. 
4% Prefce. (1923) | 7014 23 331> 
4% Prefce. .| 821g | 4334 | 5512 
5 % Red. Pref.(1955) 10312 | 66 75 
4% Deb. .. 10513 85 90 lo 
5% Red.Deb.(1952) 11414, 105 105 
4% Guar. . . | 10234 7712 | S01 
L.N.E.R. 
5% Pref. Ord. + 2 Blo 31 
Def. Ord. .. ool Sty 21i¢ 214 
4% First Prefce 6814 91 28 
4% Second Prefce. | 2714 8 81 
5% Red. Pref.(1955), 97 401, 44 
4% First Guar. 971. 6614 70! 
4% Second Guar 9114 | 52 601. 
3% Deb. .. .-| 7914 60 6415 
4% Deb. .. 1041 77 851 
5% Red.Deb.(1947) 11053 | 97 100 ly 
44%Sinking Fund |10811;¢, 101 99 
Red. Deb. 
SOUTHERN 
Pref. Ord 87 477, 571 
Def. Ord. .. .-| 2134 914 91 
5% Pref. .. . 115 83 84 
5% Red. Pref.(1964) 11512 98 9612 
5% Guar. Prefce. 1281 106 1051 
5 % Red.Guar. Pref. 116 10812 10510 
(1957 
4% Deb. .. .. 1091, 95 981» 1 
5% Deb . 129 117 1121. 
4% Red. Deb. 107 10119 10110 
1962-67 
secFast & C.D 
Ord. “a oa ws 315 4 n 
FortH BripGt 
4% Deb. .. . | 102 991,  87lo ‘ 
4% Guar, . 10314, 941 S41, 
G. NORTHERN 
(IRELAND 
Ord. gs om 51 2l5 6 





G. SOUTHERN 


(IRELAND) 
Ord. 2519 
Prefce 35 
Guar. 7Olg 1 
Deb 83 











LP. 5.e. 
44% “A” .. 11953 10712 (10612 +11 
5% “A” . -|130 117 11012 1 
44% “T.F.A.” ..|108 98 104 4 
+. . . 1221346 105 105 = 
eo og .-| 84 68 651g 
MERSEY 
Ord. a «| DHlg 161, 1719 - 
4% Perp. Deb. . 1027, | 9434 | 90 = 
3% Perp. Deb. ..| 77 69 651 
3% Perp. Prefce. | 6612 | 5, 5215 . 
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RAILWAY AND OTHER REPORTS 


dland Railway Company of 
ern Australia Limited.—The 
rs have authorised a final pay- 
f interest on the second mortgage 
itive income debenture stock, on 
t of the year ending June 30, 
at the rate of 3 per cent., less 

tax at 8s. in the /, payable 
iry 1, 1940, making with the 
l payment as per cent. on 
1, 1939, 5 per cent. for the year. 


ruguay Northern Railway Co. 
Gross receipts for the year to 
30, 1939, amounted to £11,366, 
st £11,259, and working expenses 
10,602 compared with £11,090, 
ng net receipts £764, against £169. 
operating ratio in sterling 
8 per cent. compared with 98-50 per 
in 1937-38. Total net income was 
Against this total have been 

xed £750 transferred to renewals 
ve and £2,450 interest accrued on 
5 per cent. prior lien debenture 
payment on which has been post- 

ed until February 1, 1940, under the 
nsion of the moratorium. The 
it balance on the year’s working is 
392 making the total debit balance 
carried forward £18,084. 
fic receipts were up 8,233 pesos, but 
and livestock receipts were 


Was 


Goods 


sengel 


down 3,369 pesos. The lower rate of 
exchange, while reducing the sterling 
equivalent of the total currency increases 
in receipts, also accounts for the reduc- 
tion in the sterling figure of expenses. 


Midland Uruguay Railway Co. 
Ltd.—tThe net result for the year to 
June 30, 1939, was a debit balance of 
£24,584 (against £13,638), after charging 
interest (£8,824) on the 5 per cent. prior 
lien debenture stock, transferring £27,676 
to redemption account, contributing 
£466 on working agreement account of 
the extension to Piedra Sola, and _ pro- 
viding £8,743 for income tax and N.D.C. 
The debit balance forward is increased 
to £90,998. Gross receipts, at £104,319, 
were £7,622 lower, and the working 
expenses of £108,265 were £1,808 lower, 
giving an operating ratio of 103-78 per 
cent., against 98-33 per cent. In addition 
to the adverse effect on the sterling 
receipts of the lower exchange rate, 
there was a considerable decrease in 
livestock traffic. Goods traffic receipts 
showed a satisfactory increase. Expenses 
in currency were higher because of 
sleeper renewals. 

Taltal Railway Co. Ltd.—Receipts 
for the year ended June 30, 1939, 
amounted to £33,683, a decrease of 
£5,406 in comparison with 1937-38 
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Working expenses, at £40,004, were 
£754 lower, and the loss on working 
advanced from £1,669 to £6,321. The 
exchange was 305. After 
adding sundry credits and the £5,529 
brought forward, the balance available 
is 6,542, which the directors propose to 
carry forward. For the year 1937-38 a 
dividend of 1 per cent. was paid. The 
principal factor in the reduction of gross 
receipts in 1938-39 was the falling off in 
the traffic handled for the nitrate 
oficinas. 

International Railways of Central 
America.—A dividend has been de- 
clared of $1-25 a share on the 5 per 
cent. cumulative preferred ‘stock on 
account of arrears, payable on Novem- 
ber 15. 

West of India Portuguese Guaran- 
teed Railway Co. Ltd.—-A dividend of 
23 per cent., plus a bonus of $ per cent., 
for the half-year to December 31, 1939, 
is to be paid on January 15 next, 
making 6% per cent. for the year, as 
compared with 6? per cent. 

John I. Thornycroft & Co. Ltd.— 
The directors recommend for the year 
ended July 31 a dividend of 10 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, compared with 
8 per cent. for 1937-38, and propose to 
transfer £100,000 to general reserve. 
For the previous year the transfers were 
£50,000 to special reserve and £50,000 to 


loss on 


general reserve. 








CONTRACTS 


the Ministry of Supply war 
an has placed orders, with Treasury 
roval, at the rate of about £2,000,000 
day. Dr. Burgin, Minister of Supply, 
eaking at a luncheon given by the 
titution of Production Engineers, 
id that in the seventy-fifth day of the 
ir £160,000,000 had been expended by 
Department alone. In the week 
1ided November 7 the amount in ster- 
g of new orders was over £20,000,000. 
firms dealing with clothing and equip- 
nt were included, 240 new firms be- 
ime in that week alone new contractors 
the Ministry 


since 


The Chilean State. Railways are 
derstood to be inquiring for ten 4-8-2 


nd six 2-8-2 steam locomotives. 


Id. Wickham & Co. Ltd., has received 
rough Wm. Bayliss & Co. Ltd., an 
der tor seven gang trolleys for the 

itral Uruguay Railway. 

(he following contracts have been 
aced to the inspection of Messrs. Robt. 
Vhite & Partners: 

th Indian Railway : 

Steel, Peech & Tozer: 

carriage and wagon tyres. 
lalbot-Stead Tube Co. Ltd. : 

drawn steel boiler tubes. 

Ensign Lamps Ltd. : 4,000 electric lamps. 
Linley & Co. Ltd.: 6 copper tube and flat 

plates. 
rad State Railway: 

inley & Co. Ltd 10 copper tube and flat 

plates. 

ipur State Railway : 
Steel, Peech & Tozer: 84 laminated springs 

for loc os, Carriages and wagons. 


"6 loco tvres and 266 


1.350 solid 


AND TENDERS 


The Drewry Car Co. Ltd. has received 
an order from the New Zealand Refri 
gerating Company for an 85 b.h.p. 
Gardner-engined diesel locomotive. 


The North British Locomotive Co. 
Ltd. has received an order for slidebars 
(Order No. 21.1089, price £520) from the 
Egyptian State Railways, and the Forges 
Haine St. Pierre, Belgium, has received 
a similar order (No. 21.1090, price £635). 


The Bengal-Nagpur Railway _ has 
placed the following orders :— 

lPaylor Bros. & Co, Lid. : 12 loco axles, 

Blaenavon Co. Ltd. : 128 lo 

3Jeyer, Peacock & Co. Ltd.: Locomotive 
spares. 


o tyres. 


On behalf of the Chinese Government 
the China Purchasing Agency Ltd: 
has placed the following orders to the 
inspection of Messrs, Fox & Mayo :— 


Vaughan Crane Co, Ltd. : One travelling cran¢ 

Holman Bros. Ltd. .. | re ——— 

Alidays & Onions Ltd.) 20, Cupping ham 

mers. 

Blackstone & Co. Ltd., Stamford : 
plant 

Murex Welding Processes Ltd. : 
ing sets. 

Ingersoll-Rand Co, Ltd. : 
and receiver. 

Callender’s Cable & 
Telephone cables. 

Norton Grinding Wheel Co. Ltd.: 
wheels. 

Edgar Allen & Co. Ltd. ) 

S. Osborn & Co, Ltd. | 

Thos. Firth & John ( Steels and tool steels. 
grown Lt. we 

Eagle & Globe 7 
Co. Ltd. : 


Diesel power 
Iwo are weld- 
One air compressor set 
Construction Co, Ltd.: 


Grinding 


Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss Limited, of 
London, has received an order from the 
Egyptian State Railways for stay rods. 
(Order No. 34.1210, £437 f.o.b.) 


The Economical Boiler Washing Co. 
Ltd. has received an order for a double- 
tank boiler washing equipment for the 
Moghal Serai depot on the East Indian 
Railway. 


The Argentine State Railways have 
ordered from the Pullman Car Corpora- 
tion and the Railway Equipment Com- 
pany, of Argentina (U.S.A. companies) 
at a cost of $447,600, 200 petroleum tank 
wagons, the contempiated purchase of 
which was recorded in this column on 
November 3. 


The Jugoslav Ministry of Communica- 
tions has been authorised to raise a loan 
of 500 million dinari for the purchase of 
125 narrow-gauge locomotives. Further, 
a plan has been prepared for increasing 
and modernising the motive power and 
rolling stock of the State Railways at 
a cost of 1,000 million dinari, to be 
spread over five years. 


The closing date for tenders for 
carriage trimmings invited by the South 
African Railways (Ref. No. 2387 
D.O.T. No. T. 27783/39) has been 
extended from November 20 to Decem- 
ber 11. 


The order for copper firebox plates 
booked by Linley & Co. Ltd. was for the 
Bhavnagar State Railway, and not for 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway as stated in 
last week’s issue. 
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rhe initial steps in connection with the 
Governments plans for borrowing for war 
purposes have monopolised attention in the 


stock and share markets this week. Finan 
cial institutions and investors are accumu 
lating resources in readiness for these 


developments, and consequently business 


in most sections of the Stock Exchange has 
Nevertheless debentures 


been at a low ebb 
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Railway Share Market 


to deal in the ‘‘ C ”’ stock, because it is still 
quoted at the official minimum price of 65 

Southern preferred was bought, and as 
compared with a week ago, has moved up 
from 55 to 583 The deferred stock 
remained at 9}, but the 4 per cent. deben- 
tures further improved from 97} to 99, and 
the 5 per cent. guaranteed was fractionally 
higher at 105}, as was the 5 per cent. prefer- 


November 24, 


cent. preference moved down fro: 


804, 


and 


undervalued 
tures have gained a point. 

Argentine railway securities wer: 
and showed numerous movements i: 
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and prior charges of the home railways ence at 844 L.N.E.R. guaranteed stocks markets in their present inactive co 
maintained a firm undertone, and in some were firm, the first being 71, and the the tendency is for moderate buying t 
instances show further improvement on second at 614 was also higher than a week a disproportionate influence on 
balance for the week In fact, sentiment ago Both offer attractive yields, assum- B.A. Gt. Southern 4 per cent. del 
in regard to securities of the main-line ing, as is generally expected, they receive were around 60, while the 5 p 
railways has been assisted by a revival of their full 4 per cent. dividends throughout preference improved to 254, ar 
market reports that the long-awaited pro the war period. L.N.E.R. first preference ordinary stock was fractionally be 
posals for compensating the railways during was moderately lower at 28, while the 3 per 8] B.A. and Pacific 4 per cent 
the period of Government control may cent. debentures were 643}, compared with tures were 60, and the 4$ per cent 
hortly be announced It is, of course, 65 a week ago rhe 4 per cent. debentures tures 37} B.A. Western 4 pe 
issumed that the terms will be fair and remained at 85 LL.M.S.R. preference stocks debentures made the improved price 
equitable lhe junior stocks have attracted were more active ; the first preference was while Central Argentine 4 per cent 
ome attention on the view that they may around 56, but the 1923 preference at 33 tures were 65 and the ordinary st 
be rather moderately priced at current showed a decline of 14 points Che ordinary Elsewhere San Paulo moved up to 3¢ 
levels. although so long as the terms of stock was slightly higher at 10$ The Antofagasta ordinary improved 
Government compensation remain unknown + per cent. debentures at 91, and the 5 per Gains were shown by French sterlin 
it is impossible to arrive at a _ basis for cent. debentures at 105 were little changed way bonds. Canadian Pacific im] 
estimating the value of these securities It on the week Among Great Western issues while the preference stock at 39 ha 
is likely the decision in respect of London the ordinary fluctuated, but at 28} showed strongly on the view that the good 
lransport will be announced at the same a small improvement on _ balance The in traffics is likely to continue, an 
time as that concerning the main line com 5 per cent. consolidated at 105} more than a dividend of 2 per cent. may be p 
panie Meanwhile, however, it is difficult held its recent improvement, but the 5 per early next veat 
Traffic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways Publishing Weekly Returns 
Traffic for Week + Aggregate Traffics to Date Prices 
Mile 4 SI S 
. oer Week s = 
Railway open nding < Total 2 eS 
1938-39 Ending Total 53 Increase or Stock 22 2 
his year } , Jecrease = 52 
aie > This Year Last Year | _ Pe e 
£ £ £ £ £ 
A f ta (( ‘ B 834 12.11.39 18,750 3,571 45 609,570 676,230 — 66,660 14 714 9 
\ North Easterr 753 11.11.39 I 136,300 — ps.11,500 4) ps. 3,288 300 ps 3,416,900 — ps. 128,600 6lo 2 2 
B ] 174 Oct. 1939 4,500 + 950 43 12 850 37,200 + 5,650 N 7 7 
| Br _- 10 4 6 
Bue Ayr & | f 2 801 11.11.39 ps1,139,000 — ps63,000 20 ps.22,985,000 ps22,498,000 + ps 487,000 6l, 3'4 4 
B Aires Cent 190 14.10.39 $90,000 — $33,800 16 ! 826.900 $1,932,600 $105,700 152 8 12 
B Avr Gt. Southe 5.082 11.11.39 ps2,029,000 ps45,000 20) ps36,950,000 ps38,612,000 —ps 1,662,000 Ord. Stk 17516 8lo 8 
B Avr Wes 1,930 11.11.39 ft 771,000 I 5,000 20 ps13,257,000 $12,385,000 + ps $72,000 1234 ~ 7 
( Ars tir 3,700 11.11.39 1,751,850 ps148,850 20 $36,342,300 ps32,197,400 ps 4,144,900 : 13‘4 534 8 
D en — . Did 6 2lo 2 
fs I'r f M. Vi 972 18,495 2 OF ov 323,599 336,050 _ 12,451 Ord. Stk 3 1 4 l 2 
EB | ( iR 188 25.240 - 6,129 52 270,756 314,399 — 43,643 Stk 28 Zin 22 
< | id 70 ) 13,000 —_ 2 S00 43 136,700 163,800 — 27,100 1 Mt. Dt 10514 104 1021, 
I Rios 810 11.11.39 s. 232,500 ps27,500 on 4,969,000 ps4,942,700 + ps.26,300 Ord. Stk 714 3lo 5 
G te of Brazil 1,092 11.11.39 12,300 300 45 382 100 326,000 + 56,100 Ord. Sh 3 ey 316 
Int it l of Cl. Amer 794 Sept. 1939 $862 984 $8,355 39 $4,486,381 $4,189,953 + $296,428 - 
oe Int f Mex — _— - Ist Pref. 6d 6d. lo 
ae) I G a & Caraca 22 Oct. 1939 5.615 615 43 60,725 53,110 4 7,615 Stk 8 6lo 71 
| : 1.918 11.11.39 25.118 \ 1,700 45 945,900 958,093 — 12,193 Ord. Stk 4 1 2 
S | Me 183 1.8.39 $286,000 $325,500 8 $2.003,100 $1,988,800 + $14,300 lg lig 1g 
M f | V 319 Sept. 1939 8,611 1,619 13 25.665 25 076 “fi 589 9 9 l 
Ni 386 15.11.39 6,896 2,274 $5 105,095 126,914 — 21.819 52/9 196 | 
| y Centr 27 11.11.39 $2,510,000 $424,000 20 $61,203,000 $59,097,000  +4+$2,106,000 60 5519 33 
| Cory 1,059 Oct. 1939 62 485 3,310 18 699 278 342 _— 23 643 534 134 Ilo 
Salvad 100 28.10.39 48,784 17.416 18 670 4199 461 — 133.791 23 20 19109 
S I 1534 5.11.39 32.917 + 4.514 44 786 1,428,704 —_ 52,918 64 28 35 
alt 160 Sept. 1939 740 940 13 »425 7.900 _ 3,475 1516 1 916 
I te fH 1,353 11.11.39 16,593 3,457 a0) 058 + 19,769 35 ly 1 
I Nort 73 Sept. 1939 1.022 69 13 > 603 pol 167 9 1 2 
( an Natior 23,698 14.11.39 905,080 + 134.864 | 45 34,.686.104 + 3,058,977 
( lian Northe — —- 4p.c. Perp. Dbs 72 60 72 
G i Trunk 4 p.c. Gar. 104 90 99 
( " Pacif 17,171 14.11.39 682,000 93,000 45 25,825,200 24,697,800 + 1,127,400 Ord. Stk 87\¢ 4l4 7 
Assam Beng 1,329 30.9.39 48,742 610 26 732,490 696,217. + 36,273 Ord. Stk. 8115 70 6115 
Barsi Light 202 10.10.39 2,077. - 1,028 | 27 61,402 75,727 — 14,325 Ord. Sh. 5414 45 
be il & North Western 2,112 31.10.39 73,250 $ 199,617 10,647 = 11,030 Ord. Stk. 233 
Be D & Ex S 161 31.10.39 1.369 AS) 80,221 87,962 = 7.741 861» 
Be I-N 3,267 31.10.39 206.925 4 29 4,477,238 3.964,419 + 512,819 ; 841) 
B , Baroda & Cl. I 2,986 10.11.39 232.800 30) 5,167,125 5,207,475 — 10 350 971) 
Madras & Southern Mahrat 2,967 20.9.39 142,425 | + 24 2.764,621 2,625,694 + 138,927 991 
iN lk 1& Kun t 546 31.10.39 13,485 4 37.247 38 923 —_ 1,676 240 
Si Ind 2,531 20.10.39 104.394 28 2,314,152 2,328,745 - 14,593 871o 
Bei 204 4 1939 91.166 18 887,267 as me 
I n Delt 623 10.8.39 5,875 + 486 | 19 67,548 65,905 + 1,643 Prf. Sh 5/6 
Ke ik I 1,625 May 1939 206,557 — 11,295 21 1,220,870 1,309,332 - 88,462 - oo 
M ft B.Deb. 49 41 44 
Midland W. Australia 277 Sept. 1939 13.513 | — 3516 13 36.618 14,685 — 8.068 Inc. Del 9334 89 89 
Nigeriat 1,900 2.9.39 24,469 | — 2.749 | 23 601,488 oo.) _—_ 70,367 . 
IK lesl 2,442; Au 1939 406,107 18 4,013,240 — _— 
South Afr 3,284 14.10.39 685,891 + 38,065 29 18,445,905 17,340,268 4+ 1,105,637 
Victoria ,774 July, 1939 684890 — 31,455 $ 684,890 716,345 — 31,455 
NOTE Yields are based on the approximate current prices and are within a fraction of 1) 
Argentine traffics are now given in pesos. t Receipts are calculated @ 1s. 6d. to the rupee. § ex dividend 
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